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DATE DIST./ DIV. TIME DETAILS & LOCATION
03/15/2025 | 20THDISTRICT | 1:00 PM SPRING MEETING @ ELIRED POST 1135
03/16/2025 | 19TH DISTRICT TBD SPRING MEETING @ WAWESVILLE, IL
03/16/2025 | 5TH DIVISION 1:00 PM DIVISION MEETING @ THE HAVEN
03/19/2025 | 7THDISTRICT | 7:30 PM Jé’ffg%gisggg'\*/g\g\gg o
03/21//2025 | 10THDISTRICT | 7:00PM DISTRICT MEETING @ DEERFIELD POST 738
03/23/2025 | 4TH DIVISION 1:00 PM DIVISION MEETING @ $RINGFIELD POST 809
03/23/2025 | 22ND DISTRICT | 11:00 AM DISTRICT MEETING @ DUPO POST 485
03/26/2025 | 9THDISTRICT | 7:30 PM DISTRICT MEETING @ RIVER GROVE POST 335
04/02/2025 1STDIVISION | 7:30 PM DIVISION MEETING @ CICERO POST 96
04/16/2025 | 7THDISTRICT | 7:30 PM DISTRICT MEETING @ E/ANSTON POST 42
04/23/2025 | OTHDISTRICT | 7:30PM | DISTRICT MEETING @ B LSWORTH-MEINEKE POST 1983
05/11/2025 | 16TH DISTRICT | 10:00 AM DISTRICT MEETING @ ERADFORD POST 445
05/16//2025 | 10TH DISTRICT | 7:00 PM DISTRICT MEETING @ LAKES REGION POST 703
05/17/2025 | 13THDISTRICT | 1:00 PM CONVENTION MEETING @ LANARK POST 357
05/18/2025 | 21ST DISTRICT | 1:00 PM DISTRICT CONVENTION @ KINCAID POST 905
05/18/2025 | 23RD DISTRICT | 10:00 AM DISTRICT MEETING @ EEFINGHAM POST 120
05/21/2025 | 7THDISTRICT | 7:30 PM POST EVERLASTING @ MRTON GROVE POST 134
05/25/2025 | 22ND DISTRICT | 10:00 AM DISTRICT CONVENTION @ COLUMBIA POST 581
05/28/2025 | 9THDISTRICT | 7:30 PM DISTRICT MEETING @ DES PLAINES POST 36
05/31/2025 | 20THDISTRICT | 1:00 PM CONVENTION MEETING @ KAMPSVILLE POST 1083
06/08/2025 | 3RDDIVISION | 1:00 PM LEWISTOWN POST 1 MEEING @ VFW
06/08/2025 | 5TH DIVISION 1:00 PM DIVISION CONVENTION @ NASHVILLE POST 110
06/18/2025 | 7THDISTRICT | 7:30 PM DISTRICT MEETING @ LINCOLNWOOD POST 1226
06/20//2025 | 10THDISTRICT | 7:00PM | ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING @ WAUCONDA POST 911
06/25/2025 | 9THDISTRICT | 7:30 PM DISTRICT MEETING @ FORTAGE PARK POST 183
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106 years ago, dispirited members of The
United States Armed Forces gathered in
Paris, France in March of 1919 for what
they called a omor al

troops registered and only 300 were an-
ticipated. It is estimated that more than
1,000 troops came and went, whether on
orders or not. This meeting launched the
beginning of what we proudly know now
as THE AMERICAN LEGION.

During the 2019 Spring Meetings, The
National Executive Committee passed
Resolution 18 i calling for twice -annual
Buddy Checks to be conducted Legion -
wide on the weeks of The American Le-
gi onds i March hSdaad/Veterans
Day. National has made an online kit
available to help guide posts on Buddy
Checks. It contains information on Bud-
dy Checks, tips, answers to FAQs and
downloadable resources such as flyers,
scripts and more.

Our legacy began in Paris and it contin-
ues wherever there is someone who is
willing to BE THE ONE TO SAVE ONE.
Pick up the phone, type up an email,
knock on a door. Check on your battle
buddies.

attendance wasnot e X

Cut this out for the next time you
go door knocking!

2

pe

Visit www.legion.org/advocacy/be -
the -one/buddy-check for materials

for your next buddy check.

!

BMEMO0E23 Buddy Check Door Hangerindd 1

=AMERICAN

LEGION
Buddy Check

Your friends from The American Legion
Family dropped by to say hello and see
how you are doing.

If you need any help, supplies,
transportation or just someone to talk to,
let us know. We are here for you.

Contact:

Post No.

Address:

Phone number:

Email:

Reach out to us anytime!

9/26/23 107 H
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We left home as teenagers or young adults, embarking
on an adventure we coul dnét
We loved our country so deeply that we were willing to
defend it, even at the cost of our own lives.
We said goodbye to our families, friends, and every-
thing familiar, stepping into the unknown.
We mastered the basics and were then scattered across
the globe, carried by the winds of duty.
We found new friends who became family.
We became brothers and sisters, united beyond color,
race, or creed.
We learned to adapt quickly to every situation, no mat-
1 ter how foreign or uncomfortable.
B \We pushed ourselves further than we thought possible,
di scovering strength we didn
We learned to live with what we carried, whether it was a pack on our backs or the weight in our hearts.
We spoke a |l anguage of acronyms, codes, and unspoken gl ance
We found humor in the darkest moments, knowing it was sometimes the only way to survive.
We trained hard, because we knew our preparation could mean life or death.
We were taught to make decisions under pressure, when hesit
We learned the value of discipline and the importance of selflessness.
We endured extreme heat, biting cold, and environments that tested every part of us.
We built homes wherever we landed, no matter how temporary or improvised they were.
We were often lonely, even when surrounded by people, yet we pressed on.
We celebrated the little things, like a care package from home or a few extra minutes of rest.
We held ourselves to standards that others might find i mpos
We became a part of something bigger than ourselves, a legacy that stretched back generations.
We learned to cherish the silence between the chaos, because calm never lasted long.
We shared meals, stories, and sometimes tears, bonding in w
We stood in formations under the stars, feeling both proud and humbled by our purpose.
We sacrificed time, comfort, and sometimes our health, knowing the mission came first.
We learned to trust each other with everything we had, including our lives.
We carried photos, letters, and mementos, reminders of who we were fighting for.
We embraced rituals and traditions that connected us to those who came before us.
We stood guard while the world slept, often wondering if anyone noticed.
We learned to respect authority, but also questioned it when it mattered.
We saw beauty in unexpected places, even in the middle of hardship.
We adapted to constant change, knowing plans were made to be rewritten.
We carried our stories home, but not all of them could be told.
We knew that freedom had a cost, and we were willing to pay it.
We came home to parades, quiet handshakes, or sometimes just silence.
We returned as different people, forever shaped by what we experienced.
We live with memories that visit us in the quiet moments, unbidden but unforgettable.
We have a pride that runs deep, not in what we earned, but in what we gave.
We know that being a Veteran isndt just a title, itds a Iif
We learned that true service never really ends, because the lessons and bonds stay with us forever.

This article is based on a piece that has been shared widel
reflect my perspective and experiences as a veteran. Thank you for taking the time to read my version.
fi Marine Cpl. Wally Beddoe

*submitted by PDC Wayne Fischer

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Send us your meeting dates, happenings at your |]p

Email sgreen@i | |l egion. org OR send py
American Legi on, Dept. of IL

P. O. Box 2910 Bl oomi ngt on, 'L 61702 AT




The Sons of the American Legion JER&

Detachment of lllinois (N
proudly presents F

CHOACLEN

2024-2025 Detachment Commander

SATURDAY MARCH 29, 2025

American Legion Skinner-Trost Post 122
127W. Jackson St. Cullom, IL 60929

COCKTAILS : 6:00-7:00 PM
‘ DINNER: 7:00-8:00 PM
i " ENTERTAINMENT: 8:00 PM

HOUSING: HAMPTON INN - 2000 Grand Prix Drive Pontiac, IL Call (888]) 616-7085 for reservations.

Dinner Menu: Entrée—choice of: smoked brisket, glazed chicken breast, or chicken alfredo. All entrees served with
baked potato, California blend vegetables, salad and cupcakes. - CASH BAR AVAILABLE $35.00/person

Name: Division# District#

Phone # Email: No. of Person(s)

( Smoked brisket @ $35 x ] [ Glazed chicken @ $35 x ] [ Chicken alfredo @ $35 x )

Amount Enclosed:

To guarantee reservation, mail check & reservation form to: MARSHA HAAG, P.0. BOX 124, CULLOM, IL 60929 no later than
March 20, 2025 . Checks payable to Gullom American Legion Post 122

For questions or dietary restrictions, please contact Vicki Allen at [815) 685-7008 or vkallen@maxwire.net




ALL VEHI CLE
2, 3 OR 4 WH

APRI L 26,

START AT EDWARDSVILLE POST #1909
REGI STRATI ON @ 8:30 AM / DEPART @ 9: 0

Stops I nclude:
Hi ghl and American Legion Post 439
Nashville American Legion Post 110
Centralia American Legion Post 446 (L
Du Quoin American Legion Post 647
Steeleville American Legion Post 4

The Haven (BBQ & End of Run)

Cost to Participate: $25/ person
(to be paid the morning of the run or whei

For those who wish FoisdaagynighEdwdrl asyebl

Rooms wi |l | be bl ocked at Holiday-(I60h8 R PDHess
*Make reservations b yAnMarriccha n2 5Ltehg i @mUisled Bevdddbex R u n
For those who wi sShattuor dsatya yNiignh tMa(rdi/o2n6/ 25

Rooms wi I | be bl ocked at GCouwnlt8ry2HAA“H n & Sui
*Make reservations byAnMarriccha n2 5Ltehg i @U$ EH acvot@ieex Ru n

YOU CAN JOI N THE RUN AT ANY STOP!
IlF YOU WI SH TO DONATE TOWARDS THE HAVEN, N
CALL WAYNE MADSON WITH ANY QUESTI ON

(618)130M6
madsonwsr @qgmai |l . com

ALL PROCEEDS TO BENEFI T TEF
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Firefight e+tMag/f 3tlhe

Law OfficerMay 3be

TLW Legion Rider -Marthe3Year Award
Chaplains Cross/ Sdiameo6 David Award
Community Se+4Apirad ABwar d

Hal |l of F-aAmpe iAwa3r0d

Public Rel aluwmaslAwar d

part ment F6r6iB8Bt6 1Shho
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POST NEWSLETTER & POST SCRAPBOOK CONTEST RULE

ALL NEWSLETTER®ther than newsprint) Enter according to the type of newsletter you publish.

NEWSPRINT Issues printed onnewspaper quality paper
Only one newsletter category per pogtpwever, you can also enter the Post Scrapbook category.
Only one copy of 3 separate issues may be submittddore or Lessthan 3 issues will disqualify entry.

Judging is based on general content, Legion program news, originality, art, composition and general appearance.

peared in. Clippings must be arranged by month with emphasis on local news clippings.
Judging is based on post news content, Legion programs, chronological mounting, dates indicated, neatness and originality.
Scrapbooks will be displayed at Department Convention and returned.

The committee reserves the right to disqualify any entry which in the opinion of the judges has been placed in an incoratet ¢
gory.

mittee brochure for additional information and full list of due dates.

Entries MUST be sent in and/or post markedNO LATERhan APRIL 30 An entry form (below) MUST accompany each entry.
Extra entry forms are available at Department Headquarters.

Securely fastened entry form to the first page of the scrapbook or newsletter or newsprint being submitted.
All entries MUST be signed by the Post Commander or Adjutant

group. The groups are ; 1100 members, 1011200 members, 2011400 members and 401 and up. All other entries will re-
ceive OHonorable Mentiond6 citations.

Clip entry form (below) and submit both Entry and form to:
Community Service, C/O Dept. Adjutant

The American Legion, Dept. of IL 2720 E. Lincoln St.

Bloomington, IL 61704

POST NEWSLETTER OR NEWSPRINT OR SCRAPBOOK ENTRY FQ&hstk only one category per entry form)

POST SCRAP BOOK
CATEGORY Editords Name:
OR TYPE OF NEWS-
. LETTER
POST NEWSLETTER
CATEGORY (Check only one) Address:

All Newsletters

(except Newsprint) | Phone:

Newsprint Post Name:
SIZE OF POST (Check only one) Post Address:
15 100 Members Post No.: District No.: Division No.:
101fA 200 Members Name of Publication:
201 400 Members Printed By:
401 + Members Number of Issues Yearly:
Signature of Post Commander or Adjutant Address, city, state, zip

10

SCRAPBOGKMust be composed of news clippings, photos of post activities dated and identified as to publications they ap-

DEADLINE FOR ENTRAESPRIL 30. Entries must be for the period of MAY 1 to APRIL 30, 2025. See Community Service Com:

AWARDS Awards are broken down according to size of post. There will be a total of 3 awards (1st, 2nd and 3rd Place) for each



POST COMMUNITY SERVICE WORKSHEET

This award provides an opportunity for every Post, regardless of size to gain recognition for the many worthwhile [oteje
that they participate in within their own communities. The purpose of this program is to recognize Posts that are not afite
qgualify for the HALL OF FAME AWARD. I'll'inois Posts may submi
Award application for projects completed between May 1 and April 30. Please refer to the Com-

munity Service Committee brochure for details and specifications.

Date No. of Members Involved

Service Type (please select): FUNERAL __~~~ PARADE__ DEDICATION___~ BENEFIT____
OTHER

Service for

Member: YES NO

Service held at

TIME

NAMES OF MEMBERS INVOLVED: (If additional space is needed please use a blank sheet of paper

1 2. 3

4 5. 6

7 8. 9

10. 11. 12.

13. 14. 15.

16. 17. 18.

19. 20. 21.

22. 23. 24,
Distance Traveled: Man Hours Involved: Cost:

Post Adjutant or Person in Charge:

(signature)

9 This form is for tracking purposes and can be duplicated as needed. This form is to be filed with the Post Adjutant
after each event. ADJUTANTS: Maintain this form on file to aid in filling out Community Service and Consolidated
Post Report Forms.

11
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The Jlinais Umerican Legion Secand Division is Proud te Fost

(Luned Forces Day Dinner
Friday, May 16, 2025

To be held at the Yorkville American Legion Post 489
9054 East Veterans Parkway Yorkville, IL 60560

Key Note Speaker:
National Commander

Social Hour Starts at 6:00 pm, Dinner at 7:00 pm  $35.00 per person
Dinner will be a buffet with multiple entree choices, and multiple sides.

Reservation
Name: _____
Phone: _____ oo Post #: _________ District #: _______
Amount enclosed: s____________________ Table of 8: es or NO

Please provide names on reverse side if a table of 8
Make checks payable to: American Legion 2 Division

Mail to: Waldon L Gibbs 200 W 8" Street Milledgeville, IL 61051

Questions, call or email Waldon £ Gibbs 815-499-5903 or limgibbs64@gmail.com
RSVP by: May 2. 2025

3
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E'VE MISSED YOU!

Des Plaines Post 36 Commander Pat Flannigan, Unit 36 Auxmary President Fran Strossner and Squadron 36 S.A.L CtoomaeltierodiedOwith repre-
sentatives frorNorth School and Orchard Place School, Sam's Club Manager Eric Jakaitis and Assistant Club ManageprBoldé&aHarnksgiving dinner
to families in need. They presented dinners complete with turkey, pumpkin pie, dinner rolls and all the fixingsstmBv Namihi School and 38 families
from Orchard Place School.
*submitted by 9th District Sr. Vice Commander Tom Strossner who was there to witness this charitable

Patricia Caraker

On Veterands Day 2024 t
ship High School sponsored a display of
veteran related history and options for
students on careers in the military. Stu-
dents learned about past service of the
veterans and what options are available for
careers in the military. From left to right
Chris Lewis (Principal), William Sunderlin
(RTHS student), John Gruben (past Com-
mander American Legion Post 403), Rich-
ard Mott (VFW member Post 3878), SSGT
Jordan Jensen (Marine Corps Recruiter),
Mary Beth Papke (Commander USN re-
tired), Kyle Arreguin (Petty Officer 2 nd
M Class), Steve Korth (Adjutant American
Legion Post 403) and Chuck Roberts
(Commander American Legion Post 403).

*Submitted by Jerry Howard

Pictured above is a new bugle donated to Jerry Wickam Legion
Post 1148 by Kate Borgmann/Fibbers Bar & Girill,

Wood Dale Post 1205 started a new fund-
raising program called "Helmets For He-
roes, 6 inspired by a
- fornia Legion Post where they were in-
troduced to a similar program consist-

vy N9 of aplastic military  Helmet  "piggy { Roy Smith, Gary Fravel, and Chris
bank" for coins and larger denomina- - Schoo participated in the Anna

tons,. Wood Dale6s versi Veterans Home Fishing Da
success and we plan on procuring addi- g bay.

tional Helmets to raffle off and place on ‘
more tables at our Post. HED Paul Garrett revisi

Out The Trash Tuesd

* submitted by Michael E. Salatino, Adjutant during the holiday season




