




 

Department Commander 

Lomac Payton 
Knows we are 

Stronger Together 

“Stronger Together” is the motto for this year. We as a Legion Family must come 
together as one. We as individuals are strong but together as a family, we are 
stronger and unbreakable. 
 
Focusing on membership, getting new members, and retaining the ones we have has 
to be our focuse. We need to work our programs including our “Buddy Checks,” to 
make our members feel that they belong to an organization that cares and not as if 
they are just called for their dues. 
 
It is incumbent on the Posts, Districts and Divisions to make sure that the programs 
we provide as a Legion Family are being implemented. That starts with the Posts 
coming out to the new training agenda set up by Districts as well as attending    
District and Division meetings. Doing the same old thing and expecting different 
results doesn’t work. Leaving the job up to the other person isn’t the way forward. 
We at Department are here to help and will do what it takes to help the Posts,     
Districts and Divisions any way we can. But it takes all of us to make it happen. 
 
“All Veterans are Special,” and so are the rest of the Legion Family. The Auxiliary 
and The Sons are here to help, as we are for them. Let’s not forget to help recruit 
for our family members as well. After all, we truly are  

“Stronger Together” 



 
5 YEAR GOLD CARD PLAN 

 
It has been some time now since the Department of Illinois implemented the “5 
Year Gold Card.” We would like for the posts to spread the word to your   
members regarding the 5 Year Gold Card as we know this will not only benefit 
the member but the post as well. Currently, we have a good share of members 
that are already 5 year members. Here are some of the benefits listed below: 
 
• It’s money the Posts can invest 
 
• It’s cheaper than a Paid Up for Life membership 
 
• It’s a convenience for the Post and the member. Department will update all 5 

year members at the start of a new card year, which means the posts do not 
have to collect money on those members. The member then does not have to 
worry about sending in dues. 

 
• Each 5 year member will receive a “5 Year Gold” card with their name, post 

number, card & ID number and the years in which they’re covered by the 
plan. 

 
• The cost of a 5 year card is $175.00. The Post would collect 5 years of post 

dues and then would submit $175.00 per capita ($35.00 x 5 = $175.00) 
 
• **Effective July 1, 2022 the total due for a 5 year membership will be 

$175.00. 
 
Let’s make our members aware of this plan and keep up the good work. I look 
forward to a great membership year working with all of you. 
 
If you have further questions, please contact the Department at 309-663-0361 
 
Sincerely, 
Membership Section, Department of Illinois 



 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR “NEW” 5 YEAR MEMBERS 

 
 There is NO form for a New 5 YR Member. Please follow the instructions 

below. 
 
 Please mark the upper right hand corner “New 5 YR” (see example above) 

and place on top of all other renewals when submitted to Department. 
 
 The amount for a new 5 YR membership is $175.00 (35 x 5 = $175.00) 
 
 The cost of a 5 year card is $175.00. The Post would collect 5 years of post 

dues and then would submit $175.00 per capita ($35.00 x 5 = $175.00) 
 
 Effective July 1, 2022, a new 5 Year membership will be $175.00. 
 



Going forward, we want to really promote the 5-year card 
program. Beginning in the 2023 membership year, for 

every 10 new 5-year cards processed starting in the 2023 
membership year, the Post will receive a FREE 5-year 

membership to use as you wish. 
 

To qualify for this incentive, a Post must have a current 
Certification of Officers form and a Consolidated Post   

Report on file. Your post must also be above the threshold 
to be a Post in good standing (above 15). 
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 DIVISION  COMMANDERS 
 
1ST______________________________________________ 

2ND______________________________________________ 

3RD______________________________________________ 

4TH______________________________________________ 

5TH______________________________________________ 

 
 DIVISION  SR. VICE COMMANDERS 
 

1ST______________________________________________ 

2ND______________________________________________ 

3RD______________________________________________ 

4TH______________________________________________ 

5TH______________________________________________ 

 

 DIVISION  JR. VICE COMMANDERS 
 

1ST______________________________________________ 

2ND______________________________________________ 

3RD______________________________________________ 

4TH______________________________________________ 

5TH______________________________________________ 

 DISTRICT  COMMANDERS & SR. VICE 

2nd _____________________________________________        

       Sr.Vice_______________________________________  

3rd _____________________________________________          

      Sr.Vice_______________________________________ 

4th _____________________________________________ 

      Sr.Vice_______________________________________ 

5th _____________________________________________ 

      Sr.Vice_______________________________________ 

7th _____________________________________________ 

      Sr.Vice_______________________________________  

8th _____________________________________________ 

      Sr.Vice_______________________________________  

9th _____________________________________________ 

      Sr.Vice_______________________________________  

10th ____________________________________________ 

        Sr.Vice______________________________________  

11th ____________________________________________ 

        Sr.Vice______________________________________  

12th ____________________________________________ 

        Sr.Vice______________________________________  

13th ____________________________________________ 

        Sr.Vice______________________________________  

14th ____________________________________________ 

        Sr.Vice______________________________________  

15th ____________________________________________ 

        Sr.Vice______________________________________  

16th ____________________________________________ 

        Sr.Vice______________________________________  

17th ____________________________________________ 

        Sr.Vice______________________________________  

18th ____________________________________________ 

        Sr.Vice______________________________________  

19th ____________________________________________ 

        Sr.Vice______________________________________  

20th ____________________________________________ 

        Sr.Vice______________________________________  

21st ____________________________________________ 

        Sr.Vice______________________________________  

22nd ____________________________________________ 

         Sr.Vice______________________________________  

23rd ____________________________________________ 

        Sr.Vice______________________________________  

24th ____________________________________________ 

        Sr.Vice______________________________________  

25th ____________________________________________ 

        Sr.Vice______________________________________ 

Department  
Commander  

Lomac A. Payton      

545 W. South St. 
Galesburg, IL 61404 
C: (309) 368—7357 
E: lomac32@gmail.com 

Department    
Sr. Vice    

Lomac A. Payton      

545 W. South St. 
Galesburg, IL 61404 
C: (309) 368—7357 
E: lomac32@gmail.com 





2 



3 

2023 
Membership Year  

ILLINOIS 
Target Dates 

 
 

Veterans Day  75%  11 Nov 2022 

New Years Eve Day 85%  31 Dec 2022 

* Lincoln Pilgrimage 90%  31 Jan 2023 

** Armed Forces Day 100%  20 May 2023 

* 

 
** 

All Districts and Divisions that EXCEED this Illinois Target will 

be awarded a Special Certificate and Baseball Caps with year.  

 
All District and Divisions that EXCEED this Illinois Target will be 

Awarded $200.00. 



DEPARTMENT TOP 
NEW MEMBER      

RECRUITER AWARD 
 

The Top “New Member” 
Recruiter recipients will be 

presented a plaque during 
the Department Conven-
tion for signing up the 

highest number of new 
members by April 15, 
2023.   

Certification forms must 
reach Department     

Headquarters by May 01, 
2023.  A list of new mem-
bers recruited (including 

name, I.D.#, and Post 
number) must accompany 

each form.    
 

 Only Cards processed as 
“NEW”  will count.   

 2910 Transfers Do Not 
count as “new” unless  
Expired for 2 or more 
years. 

GOLD BRIGADE 
AWARDS 

 

Legionaries who recruit 50 
or more new members into 

The American Legion by                 
April 15, 2023 will receive 

a designer windbreaker, 

cap, and pin.  
Certification forms must 

be received at Department             
Headquarters by  May 01, 
2023.   

A list of new members 
(including name, I.D. 
number, and Post) must 

accompany the form.  

All “Gold Brigadiers”     
are entered in a National 

drawing for a $1000 
Award Certificate. 

 
 Only Cards “NEW”      

members will count.   
 2910 Transfers Do Not 

count as “new” unless   
Expired for 2 or more 
years. 

SILVER BRIGADE 
AWARDS 

 

 A legionnaire who recruits 
25-49 “New” members into 

The American Legion by 
April 15, 2023 will qualify 
for this award.   

A silver pin and certificate 
will be awarded.   

Certification forms must 
be received at Department             
Headquarters by  May 01, 

2022.   
A list of new members 
(including name, I.D. 

number, and Post) must 
accompany the form.  
 

 2910 Transfers Do Not 
count as “new” unless   
Expired for 2 or more 
years. 

 

THE AMERICAN LEGION  

PIONEER AWARD  
 

The Pioneer Award will 
be presented to the   

founder or individual who 
has been instrumental in 

the formation of a new 
Post.   
The District Commander 

of the District the NEW 
Post is in will certify the 
recipient of the Pioneer 

Award.  

 

MEMBERSHIP STARS  
 

Membership Stars will  be 
awarded for recruiting 5, 
10, 20, 30, 75, and 100 

new members by June 17, 
2023.  

 
“Membership Stars” order 
Form is available upon  

request from Department 
Headquarters. 

MOST forms  

Are available 

on the  

Department 

website @ 

illegion.org 

 
(under membership tab ) 
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Posts with 2022 membership of 100% or more, will be awarded the  

cash awards indicated below by Post size and date. 

 POST SIZE 

15-99  

POST SIZE 

100 to 249  

POST SIZE 

250 + 

11/11/22
$100.00  

11/13/22 

$1.00 per member 

11/13/22 

$1.50 per member 

12/31/22
$75.00 

12/31/22 

.75 per member 

12/31/22  

1.00 per member 

01/31/23 

$50  

01/31/23 

.50 per member 

01/31/23 

.75 per member 
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ALL - TIME HIGH /102% ACHIEVED 
GOAL CERTIFICATE/PIN 

 

Will be awarded to Post Commanders and 
Membership Chairman who qualify by         

Convention Seating. 

CERTIFICATE OF  
MERITORIOUS SERVICE 

 
Will be awarded to Posts that (by 

31 December 2022) enroll 2023 
membership, greater than previous 
All—Time High. 

POST HONOR RIBBON 
 

Will be awarded to Posts with 

2022 membership, by 31    
December 2022,  that        
exceeds their 2021 member-

ship. 

FIVE CONSECUTIVE YEARS  
ALL -TIME-HIGH NATIONAL CITATION  

 

Will be awarded to Posts with five or more       
consecutive years of All—Time High membership.  

(Award recognized by National) 
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An Exclusive Incentive Program for  

 District Commanders 

 Sr. Vice Commanders 

 Jr. Vice Commanders 
 

The District Commanders, Sr. Vice Commanders and Jr. Vice Commanders of 

the District with membership placing them in the “Top 10” places at the Gold 

Pin target dates will be awarded traveling “Top 10” award pins.  
 

This Award will signify that these District Commanders, Sr. Vice Commanders 

and Jr. Vice Commanders put forth the additional time and effort needed, in 

Membership, to put their Districts on Top.  
 

The “Top 10” District Commanders, Sr. Vice Commanders and Jr. Vice     

Commanders at Convention Seating, will be awarded and will keep their Pin. 
 

 Must be present at award dates to receive pin.      
Refer to Pg. 7 for award dates. 
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Any Division or District Commander and 

Senior Vice whom at one time during the 

year received the Large Gold Pin, BUT 

were not the final recipient of the Gold Pin at convention 

will only receive a miniature #1 gold pin. 

CUTOFF AWARD DATE                
MINIMUM %     
TO QUALIFY 

Sept. 09, 2022 
(12 NOON) 

Sept. 24, 2022 
Fall D.E.C. 60%  

Nov. 11, 2022     
(1:00 P.M.) 

   Nov. 19, 2022  
“Golden Gobbler” Award 75% 

   January 31, 2023      
(1:00 P.M.) 

February 10, 2023 
Lincoln Pilgrimage 90% 

April 01, 2023 
(1:00 P.M.) 

April 9, 2023 
Spring D.E.C.    95%  

June 24, 2023 
CLOSE OF BOOKS    

July 13, 2023 
Convention  100% 

Beginning with the Fall D.E.C. on September 24, 2022 the 14k Gold #1 pins will be 

awarded to the Top Division Commander and Division Sr. Vice Commander and to the 

Top District Commander and District Sr. Vice Commander in each Division with the 

highest percentage of 2022 membership.  

 

1. If Department Office is closed on a Target date cards will be accepted until        

12:00 noon of the next business day. 

2. For the final Gold Pin Award, the Districts must achieve a minimum of 100% to qualify. 

These pins will travel with the winners until the next award date!   
The winners at Close of Books that meet the 100% target will retain the Gold Pins.  

REMINDER! 
The winning Districts at 

any target date that do not 

achieve the minimum 

percentage for that target 

date will receive  

ONLY 

a Miniature  

#1 Gold Pin 



The POST that turns in the most cards during 

annual The American Legion Family Caravan 

held Jan.12 - 21, 2023 receives a special  

award from the Department Commander! 

8 

                                             11 FEBRUARY 2023 
 

This award is an effort to recognize the Membership Leaders that have gone the extra mile for Illinois.  The 

Top Division Commander and Senior Vice Commander, and the Top District Commanders and Sr. Vice in 

each  Division as of 1:00 pm on January 31, 2023 will be the honored guest of Department of  Illinois at  the 

Lincoln Pilgrimage Membership Challenge Reception with the National Commander. 

 

After achieving minimum 90% in membership the Top Division AND District Commander along with         

Sr. Vice Commander — each will receive 1 (one) free night stay at the designated Lincoln Pilgrimage Hotel    

in Springfield.  

 
                Must be present at the Lincoln Pilgrimage Program to Receive the Award! 
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DISTRICT  SVC  COMMANDER 

AWARD 
  

The District in 1st place by Armed Forces Day   

who has reached or is over 100%, that District Sr. 

Vice Commander will have their hotel room paid 

for during the national Membership Workshop.   

 

(meals and other travel expenses are not included) 

TOP  

DIVISION,  DISTRICT, COUNTY 

PLAQUES 
  

The Division, District, and County Commanders 

and Sr. Vice Commanders with the highest percent-

age of 2022 membership by Close of Books will 

receive this award at Department  Convention. 
 

Must have a minimum of 101% 

DISTRICT  COMMANDER 

ACHIEVEMENT  AWARD &        

DISTRICT  HONOR  RIBBON 
  

District Commanders whose 2022 membership,    

as of April 30, 2022, exceeding their 2021        

membership by at least the number of Posts in 

their District will receive this award at Department  

Convention. 

102%, ACHIEVED  GOAL  

CERTIFICATE  & PIN 
 

The Division, District, and County Commanders 

and Sr. Vice Commanders who qualify by Close of 

Books will receive this award at Department      

Convention, along with two free nights’ hotel stay at 

National Convention.. 

TOP  DIVISION  COMMANDER 

AWARD 
  

The TOP Division Commander with at least 85% 

by the December 31 cut-off date will receive     

$350 to be used for AWARDING their Top      

District  Officers. 

TOP 3 
 

The TOP 3 District Commanders that transfer the 

most 2910 members by December 31 will receive;  

 

 1st place: A voucher good for 15 new members 

 2nd place: A voucher good for 10 new members 

 3rd place: A voucher good for 5 new members 

ILLINOIS  TARGET  DATE  

AWARD 
 

The District Commander with the highest percent  

number of cards turned in by each Illinois cut-off 

date will receive a voucher good for 5 new mem-

bers.  

 



$600 will be presented to the  

first place Division  and  District  

that achieves 102% on or before  

CLOSE OF BOOKS 
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 $200 to the Commander 

 $200 to the Sr. Vice Commander 

 $200 to the Jr. Vice Commander  

        (at both Division and District levels) 

*The Top District and Division will receive dinner with 
Department Leadership for them and a guest at the     
restaurant of their choice. 

 

AWARDED  AT  CONVENTION! 



The Department Commander has designed special pins for those            

individuals who have gone the extra mile and worked hard to recruit      

new members into the American Legion. 
 

Recruit 10 New Members  
 

Recruit 15 New Members 
 

Note: Post Adjutant will forward a list of the New Members 

recruited by the qualifying individual to Department      

Headquarters marked: Attention: Membership Director 
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• All Districts Commanders that stay in the Top 10      

Districts for at least 4  out of 5 Gold Pin Target dates    

will be awarded a specially designed “Commander’s   

Jacket”. The jackets will be awarded at the Depart-

ment Convention. This jacket will signify a District 

Commander as a “Membership Leader” for the 

membership year 2023. 

 

• All Division Commanders that are the Top         

Division for at least 4 of the 5 Gold Pin Target dates     

will be awarded a specially designed “Commander’s    

Jacket”.  The jackets will be awarded at the             

Department Convention. 
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DISTRICT— DIVISION 
 

JUNIOR VICE COMMANDER POST VISITATION CHECK LIST 
 
 

Date__________________ 
 
Post__________________    Phone #___________________ 
 
Address______________________________ 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
Commander___________________________ Phone #___________________ 
 
Adjutant______________________________ Phone #___________________ 
 
Last Year Total________________ Current Membership _________ %__________ 
 
 
Items to Discuss 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Follow Up Needed 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Follow Up Completed____________________ 

 
 
 
Signature___________________________________ 
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