Did You Know?

(By: Raymond P. Toczek Legion Service Officer)

312-980-4266 or raymond.toczek@va.gov
That my article last month drew a lot of favorable comments. Our readers were amazed at the different subjects and benefit situations we handle each month at the American Legion VA&R Chicago office.  So this month I am highlighting some more unusual cases we assisted in that had good outcomes.  For those current and past Service Officers, if you have an interesting case you would like to share, please send me the details (omitting the veterans name of course) and I’ll see if I can put together another article.
1. John Smith stopped into our VA&R office on Taylor Street, next to Jesse Brown hospital in Chicago. He had been trying to get service-connected disabled compensation for his PTSD (Post Traumatic Stress Disorder). While stationed at Ft. Gordon Georgia; he had a weekend pass and was robbed at gunpoint. His (Service Treatment Records) were silent for this tragic event and the local Georgia police couldn’t find a record of the incident. It happened over 21 years ago. One of our Service Officers decided to go “outside the box” and he contacted the CID office at Ft. Gordon. Took some time but an old police report was located. With that and a current diagnosis from Jesse Brown hospital, he was granted 100% for PTSD (Post Traumatic Stress Disorder). The retro check was well over $100,000 and he now gets $3,057 a month, no property taxes, and many other benefits unique to those rated 100%. 

2. G.I. Joseph filed for a back condition. It was denied and we appealed it. He finally won and was grated 20% service-connected compensation for the lower back. He felt the Veterans Administration should have gone back to 1972 when he first filed, so we submitted another appeal for an earlier effective date. A review on his records showed that his address was on 7th St. in Joliet, IL. but the Veterans Administration sent the 1972 denial letter to a 17th St. in Joliet and that is why he never was able to appeal it back then, he didn’t know it was denied! The Board of Veterans Appeals agreed with us and he was granted 20% for his back all the way back to 1972. A $64,000+ retro check was issued. 
3. A member from the Geneva area contacted us. She was working full-time and her employer’ health insurance wasn’t the best. She had to pay $200 a month for a special medication. The Veterans Administration hospital turned her down due to her income and she had no service-connected conditions. After a brief discussion we found out she was stationed in Munich, Germany, during the service and one weekend she took some R&R. Went to the Alps for a nice few days of skiing. Broke her right leg and it had to be casted. To this day she walks with a slight limp. She was completely unaware that she could file a claim for that. We did, she got 20% for the residuals of the broken bone and now she is enrolled in the VA hospital. Her expensive medication is now furnished by them for only $9 for each 30 day supply. 
4. Out of the 2nd Division, a former Army MP served three years at Ft. Gordon, Georgia. Five years later he went into the Illinois National Guard and spent six years with them. During one of his summer drills he suffered a rather nasty injury to his shoulder. All attempts to locate his Service Treatment Records were in vain. Neither the Army records center in St. Louis nor the Illinois National Guard headquarters in Springfield could find them. Turns out he had a legal name change and forgot to list that on his claim. With this info, we were able to locate his Service Treatment Records under his previous name. $18,200 in retroactive benefits was issued and he now gets $540 a month for life.  
 As I mentioned at the beginning of this article, if you have an interesting case you would like to share, send me the details and I’ll put together another article.

To our men and women in uniform, past, present and future, GOD bless you and thank you for your service.

