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Greetings from National Commander

Q/G\O/DK_(‘) Brett . Reistad

The NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

P.O. BOX 1055

3 INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46206-1055
American PR
Legion Fax (317) 630-1368

Web Site: www.legion.org
For God and country

OFFICE OF THE
NATIONAL COMMANDER

To my fellow Legionnaires and Legion Family members in Illinois:

A century ago, The American Legion was founded by veterans who had a post-war mission. Their
mission, one that continues today, was to care for veterans, provide patriotic programs for our nation’s
youth, advocate for a strong national defense and instill a societal pride in what it means to be American.

That pride is on display in posts and communities throughout your department. It is the posts that people
pass on their way to work everyday. It is the posts that sponsor the local youth activities and “welcome
home” events for returning troops. It is the posts that transition into emergency shelters when natural
disasters hit.

And we continue to count on our posts to ensure that our American Legion will remain a strong force for
a second century! No legislative accomplishment, successful program or fundraising endeavor would
ever be possible without a strong membership base.

Veterans rely on a strong health care system, a comprehensive GI Bill and employment opportunities
when they leave the service. They need to know that The American Legion works tirelessly to make
these benefits possible. Our centennial is a perfect opportunity for you to remind your fellow veterans
that they have strong advocates in The American Legion. Tell our story to your local media and invite
eligible veterans to join our organization. Remind those who have not renewed, or perhaps left
The American Legion many years ago, that their presence is missed and they still have a home with us.

I thank you for your service as military veterans, as Legionnaires and as members of the Legion Family.
Best wishes for a productive and enjoyable convention.

We are Team 100!

/et 17000

Brett P. Reistad
National Commander




Greetings from Department Commander

/(M Micheal M. Carder

THE AMERICAN LEGION
DEPARTMENT OF ILLINOIS
COMMANDER

MICHEAL M. CARDER
2018 — 2019

Dear Legion Delegates, Alternates, Legion Family & Guests,

Welcome to the Annual Department of Illinois American Legion Convention
in Springfield, Illinois. "We have just completed our 100th year of service to
veterans. We are now ready to embark in a new century of service this week
with our 101st annual convention. Thank you for attending our convention to
see the progress our Department has made this year and hear the plans for the
next century.

This year we will have a display on loan from National that captures the
first 100 years of history of The American Legion. Also, our the Public
Relations Committee has prepared some wonderful visual events for the
convention. I encourage everyone to attend the Commission and Committee
meetings, District Caucus meetings, the instructional seminars, and the
Convention Sessions on Friday & Saturday. There’s always a lot of
information for Legionnaires to take back to their posts and community.

I do hope everyone takes time to attend the many planned Legion events
during the week, including the Freedom Fest where we vrelax, enjoy
food, drinks, music and laughter as we venew old friendships.

Finally, I look forward to seeing everyone who plans to attend the
Saturday evening Commander & President banquet where your 2018-2019
American Legion Family Leadevship says farewell and thanks you all for
electing us to serve the Department of Illinois.

In Service,
Department Commander
Micheal M. “Mike” Carder




Department Officers 2018-2019

THE AMERICAN LEGION

DEPARTMENT OF ILLINOIS
2018 — 2019
DEPARTMENT OFFICERS

ILLINOIS

MICHEAL M. CARDER
DEPARTMENT COMMANDER
CONVENTION CHAIRMAN

ROY WEBER
DEPARTMENT SENIOR VICE COMMANDER
CONVENTION VICE CHAIRMAN

MARTIN “MARTY” CONATSER
DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT

CONVENTION SECRETARY
BERNARD STEGMUELLER
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEMAN
THOMAS MARCICIAK
ALTERNATE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEMAN
MYRON D. KIRBY

DEPARTMENT TREASURER
RONALIA NEVIIIE ...ttt ettt et sa e b e s e eseessensesseeseensansens Department Judge Advocate
Bruce GAmIMAZE. ......ccueivieiieieiisiieieieieettete ettt et te et et e sessaessessesseasaessessesseessessensesssessensens Assistant Judge Advocate
Hon. Vincent M. GaUuGRan ...........cccccuevieriiiieiieieniiseeteiee ettt saessesse e eseessessesseesaesensens Department Parliamentarian
DaAnIe] P. DArCY ....ccuveiiiieieieiesieetetee ettt ettt ettt ettt e b et e e sa e s e seeseesbebeeseeseensenens Assistant Parliamentarian
VITGIL OTKIOM ..ottt ettt ettt e a et et e st e e st e teebeebeeneenaesaeeseenseneenee Department Chaplain
RODEIT D IMIBIET ...ttt ettt sttt be et e e tesaeent e teebeeneententesbeeneeneeee Assistant Chaplain
JAN LEPINSKI ..ttt ettt ettt e etk b e ettt e be et e te et ent et et e bt et entenee Assistant Chaplain
DaANNY EISOM ...ueiiiiieieiieicee ettt sttt ettt et ettt ettt st et eeeneas Department Sergeant-At-Arms
GIEZ LISINSKI ...ttt ettt sttt sttt et et e e st e e teebeentetestesseeneeneens Assistant Sergeant-At-Arms
JOSEPI HOUACK ...ttt sttt ee e Assistant Sergeant-At-Arms
JOhn Burford ........cccoeeveiiiiiiieie e Assistant Sergeant-At-Arms for Sr. Vice Commander
GEOrZE “DON” HOIM c..ouviiieiiiiieeeieteete ettt ettt ettt te et e b e s teessesbebesseessessasseessensansens Department Medical Officer
GEOIZE RAAKA......eciiiiiiciicieie ettt ettt et et et e e sa e st e beebeesaebenseeseensensenes Assistant Medical Officer
PAUL GAITEE ...c.veviceieieiecieeee ettt ettt ettt e st esbe b e s te e st essesseesaessassesseessensessansesssensansens Department Historian
JOSEPNING FLANCIS ...uveviiiiiiieiieiieiieeete ettt ettt ettt b et e beesa e b e beesaesbesbasseessessasenssensensenes Assistant Historian
JONN DAVIS JT. ottt ettt ettt et b e s te e st e s b e s beeseesbesbesseeseensebeeseensensenes Assistant Historian
George RAAKA......coieiiiiieieee et Special Aide to Department Commander
ANThONY SICIIIANO ...eevieiiiiiiieiieiee ettt eas Special Aide to Department Commander
Philip H. MEtte....ocvieeiieiieiece et Special Aide to Department Sr. Vice Commander
Carolina CONLIETAS ........ccueeruiriinieieiniententeteie ettt ettt ettt neeneenes Director of Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation



Past National &l Department Officers

PAST DEPARTMENT COMMANDERS

George G. Seaman™ ..........ccceovvereeeerenieeeseeeee e
Milton J. Foreman® ...........ccccooiiiiiniiniiieieceeeeeeeee
Wm. R. McCauley* ... .
Charles W. Schick™.........ccooevinniiinniinnciniecreecnenens
John J. Bullington*
Howard P. Savage*
Scott W. Lucas™ ..o
Ferre C. Watkins™ .........ccoocoiiiiiiiiieieeceeeeeeee e
AM. Carter*
David L. Shillinglaw™ ...........cccocevirininereeeceeee, 1929
Edward A. Hayes™ ........ccooivieiiiniiieeeeeeeee e

Arthur G. Poorman*.
Ivan AL EHHOtt™ ..o
James P. Ringley™ .......coocovieiiiniceeeeee e
Charles C. Kapschull*.
Paul G. Armstrong™ .........ccceoeveneieenenieineneneeneneeene
JB. MUIphy™. ..o
Matthew J. Murphy*...
Leonard Applequist™.........ccoeoevereieeneneeereeeee e
Edward Clamage® ..........ccoooveivineieeneeeeeseeeee e
L.N. Bittinger*
William F. Waugh* ...,
N. Curtis Cation™ .........ccoviiierienieieieeeeiee e
Francis E. Phelan*....
Leonard W. ESPer® ........ccccoveivinenieeneneeeeseeeseseees
Arthur E. Canty™ .......cccooiiiiiiiiieeecee e
Omar J. McMackin* ...
Wm. P. Kleuskens™®.........cccoooieiiiiiiniiniiieeceeeeeee
Douglas D. Getchell®...........coviveieinineeeeeeeeee,
Wm. G. Burns*
Merle E. Schaad* ..........ccoocooieiiniiiiiieeeeeeeeee
Lawrence J. Fenlon® ..........cccoocoiiiiiiininieenceieeeeeee
Charles C. Shaw* .
Perc F. Brauti@an®..........ccccooeovvenerieineneeeeseeeseseees
Edward Driemeyer® ...........ccoovvveveieenineeeeeeceesene
Irving Breakstone*
AL W. Leonhard*..........ccccooiiiiiiniiiiiieecieeeeeeeeeeene
Harold A. Cummins® ...........ccceveverieerineeeerereeeeseee
Anthony Badamo*
ALKEILEr, JT ¥ oo
John H. Geiger® .......c.cooviviiiirinccenecseeeeseee
Clarence E. Brooks* ...
Karl YOSt ..ot
Eric H. Smith™.....coccooiiiiieeeeeee e
Morris "Bob" Nooner, Jr.*.
James O. Finks* ................ ...1965
Joseph C. Murphy* .....
Frederick E. Merritt*...
Russell P. Bieritz*.......
Albert J. Swiderski*....
T. Stanley Kennedy™...........ccccooviiinniinninniiiieccnns 1970

PAST NATIONAL COMMANDERS

FROM ILLINOIS
Milton J. Foreman® .............cccocoeeviiieivineeeceee e 1921
Howard P. Savage® .........cccoeveiiiniiiniieee 1926 - 1927
Edward A. Hayes* ..... ... 1933 -1934
John Stelle*................ ... 1945 - 1946
John S. Gleason, Jr.*.. ... 1957 -1958
John H. Geiger® ..o, 1971 -1972
ALKeller, Jr¥ oo 1982 - 1983
Martin F. Conatser ..........ccceeevveeeeieeeecineeeenneen. 2007 - 2008

Richard I. Nicholes™®........cccooevivininnineeeeceeceeee 1971
Edward A. Schalk®.........cccooiiiiiiiieeeeeeee 1972
Ralph C. Scott*

Ralph J. Coop*

John B. Mahoney™*..........ccoceoeivineeeneneceeseseeceeseene

Edward F. Brennan*.
Eugene Corum..........cccooieieiiinieieieeeecee e
James V. Kissner*
Norman J. Biebel*
Clarence V. Kleinfeldt*.............ccccoeiniiinnnneinnene 1980
Patrick G. Breen™ ..........ccocoiiiiiiiniiieeeeeeeeeee 1981
Melvin L. Smith*
Larry J. BeSsOn™ .......cccooiiieiiiiiiieieeeeceeceee e
Edward R. Czaja......cccoevevieieiiineeeseeceeeec e
Roy B. Koeneman* ..
Paul E. Briese™ ........ccocooieieiiiiieieieeeeeeeeeeee e
Max E. Mathers™ .........ccoceiiiieiiniinieieeeceeee e
Clayborn M. Lofton..
Jules J. Corbett™ .......ooivivieieirireieesere e
William F. Atteberry™ ........ccoovviveieierereeereeceeeee 1990
Thomas Rizzo*
Tom D. Brandt¥...........cocoeiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeceeee e 1992
Dennis R. TipSword........ccceoevieieniinieieieeieieeeeeeee 1993
Arthur E. Rawers*
Kermit F. Holtgrewe*..........ccovviveiirieneneeceeceesene 1995
Hon. Vincent A. Sanzotta®...........cccooceevievieniiiieniiieieene 1996
Ralph D. Adler, Jr.*.............
Richard E. Snodgrass® ..........cccooeveoervenenereninenercnenenne 1997
Martin F. CONatSer.......cocvvveieererieieereesieceeeseeeeene e
Vincent M. Gaughan ....

Jack W. COVEr™ ....ooiiiiiieieieeteteeeee et
Elden E. Madden™ ..........cccoouiiiiiininieieeieee e
Henry J. Gazza, Jr*...
Rodger A. Bennett.........cooeveirineieeresececeeeeceesene
EIvIn J. Carey™ ......oooveieieeceeseeesee e
Arnold Ambos
Eugene ThompsOon ........cccoeeieerenieieineniceeeneeeceeseene
Luis V. Gonzalez™..........cocoveirineieenereeeeeeeeeeeene
Myron D. Kirby
William C. Hudson*
William J. Flanagan.........c.cccecrevevirinencnninenecncnene
Richard C. Groharing ...
David M. HICKS ....oovvieieiiieecceee e
Wayne Wagner.........cccooeeeeieninienieneneeeseeeeese e
Terry L. Woodburn*.
Bernie Stegmueller ...

Henry Robards.......

Paul W. Gardner....

Cheri Stanton.........

Robert Henderson...........c.covveeevnecnnicinnccnnecneeecnenes
FOUNDERS FROM ILLINOIS

Earl B. Dickerson™..........cccccvvenvenencnenncencncnenes Chicago

John E. Hughes™ ........cccoeiiiiiininiiccecncnce Quincy

Carl F. Kraatz*..... ... Orland Park

Walker S. Ling™ .....cccooviiiniiiineceeeee Evansville

J. Edward Radley™ .........cooceiiieiniiiiiieneeeee Peoria

Bruno Zingrone® ............cocooeveeoiinienineneneeene

Marcus Goldman*
Maurice Lepavsky™.......ccooveveninienienenieieneenn. Villa Park




Department Officers 2018-2019

DIVISION SENIOR VICE COMMANDERS

First Division.........cccceecueeuennee. Georgiann Callaway
Second DiviSion .........cccceeveververennns Ray Powroznik
Third Division.........ccccceveeveeeneeneennnen. John Gosney
Fourth Division ...........cccccveveneen. Ronald Shapland
Fifth Division ........cccccecvevvervenennnn. Benjamin Picou

DIVISION COMMANDERS
First Division......c.cccovveeviieecieeenieeeieeans Joe Lampert
Second Division...................... Christopher Benigno
Third Division .........ccceeeeveeeveeeneennee. John Davis, II1
Fourth Division ..........cccccc...... Laimutis Nargelenas
Fifth Division .........ccccoeevvevveenieennnnns Wayne Madson
DISTRICT COMMANDERS
ISt Michael Mittelstaedt
0 1 L« F SRS Clemente Rodriguez
30d e Frank B. Thompson
At Robert Przybylinski
Sthecicieee e, Detrall Dearbone
Tt Shawn Hoffmann
Bth. e Donald E. Lange
Oth oo, George “Don” Horn
TOth..eiciciciceece e, Layton Pennington
T1the e, John B. Reece
12theeeiiiicicciee e Raymond Gerkitz
I3theeiiciciee e Leon Kraut
T4th i, Richard Schomer
IStheeiee e, Jon E. Johnson
LOth. .o Sam Rice
T7thecceiieee, Nancy Elder—Acting Cmdr
I8th..uiciicciiiciece e Annette M. Rowe
I9th..eiciiiieee e Cheryl L. Walker
20th. i Norman Flowers
218t e Mary Kulavic
220t Charles Mueth
230 it Tracy DeVore
24th i, Carole Sandusky

25th. i David Wright

DISTRICT SENIOR VICE COMMANDERS

ISt et David Frederick
20 i Lawrence Hippert
(¢ DO USSR Harold Toney
At Rodolfo Acevedo
Sth e Richard Baker
Tt John Wowk
Bth e Rick Mitchell
Oth e Dale Tippett
TOth e Robert Bucher
T1theeeciceceeeee e Kevin Leonard
12theeiiicicieece e, Ascension Hernandez
I3th e Keith Nichols
TAth e George Howard
ISthciiii Steve Schlieper
16th..cooiieieieeee e Deanne Nighsonger
T7theeceieeeeee e Nancy Elder
<1 s S Allan Rathe
TOth.eciiciiceceeeee e, Gregg Roberts
20tN e Barry Struse
218t it Richard Rump
220d i Donald Scheyer
K 3 (s ISR Stephen Owens
24th e Christopher Hatcher
25N e



Convention Board and Committees

CONVENTION OFFICIALS

Micheal M. Carder - Convention Chairman

Roy Weber - Convention Vice Chainman
Marty Conatser - Convention Secretary
Michael Walton - Convention Director

CONVENTION BOARD OF MANAGERS

Micheal M. Carder Roy Weber Marty Conatser
Bernard Stegmueller Thomas Marciciak Myron D. Kirby
Joe Lampert Christopher Benigno John Davis, 111

Laimutis Nargelenas Wayne Madson Michael Walton

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN & MEMBERS

BUDGET & FINANCE Myron D. Kirby, Chairman
Marty Conatser, Vice Chainman

COMMANDER'S & Pam Ray, Chairwoman
PRESIDENT'S DINNER Sandra Kirby, Auxiliary Chairwoman
COMPETITIONS Robert Zimbelman, Chairman

DISTINGUISHED GUESTS  William Flanagan, Chairman
Gregg Roberts, Vice Chairman
Members: Tom Nebgen, Michelle Aaron, James Flessner, Bruce Hallam,
Rich Moran, Gale Roosa, Mike Stachowski, Gene Thompson, Chuck Zelinsky

FREEDOM FEST James Peters, Jr., Chairnman
James Gasparin, Jerry Bellatti, Vice Chairman

HALLS & ARRANGEMENTS Michael Walton, Chairman




Convention Board and Committees, Cont.

LEGAL ADVISORY

LEGION RIDERS CONTEST

MEDICAL

MEMORIAL SERVICE

MILITARY LIAISON

PAST DEPARTMENT
COMMANDERS'
BREAKFAST

PUBLIC RELATIONS

SAFETY

SGT-AT-ARMS

TRANSPORTATION

Ronald Neville, Chairman
Bruce Gammage, Vice Chairman

Joe Lampert, Chairman
Mike Lee, Vice Chairman

George “Don” Horn, Chairman
George Radka, Vice Chairman

Virgil Oikion, Chairman

Bob Meier, Jan Lepinski, Vice Chairmen
LaVera Davis, Auxiliary

John Nemanich, SAL

Wes Barr, Chairman
Tony Libri, Vice Chairman

Robert “Bob” Henderson, Chairman

Paul Garrett, Chairman
Gary Granburg, Vice Chairman
Members: Stephen Welty, Josephina Francis, Charles Granholm

Delmar Buske, Chairman
Ron Payne, Vice Chairman
Members: Ricky Serrano, Charles Coffey, David Harris

Danny Eison, Chairman

Members: Michelle Aaron, George Blake, Denver Phelps, Kenneth
Trumbull, Joe Lampert, Edna Taylor, Lomac Payton, John Gleckler, Mike
Vance, Rich Moran, John Davis III, James Kostka, Jimmy Nagel,
Alfonso Pizarro, Roy Smith, Jerry Goeckner, Peter Hirt, John Burford,
Tom Chambers, Mike Edmonds, Suzette Flaishans, Kevin Kostuchowski,
Steve Schlieper, Cheri Stanton, Ed Stash, Derrick Stinson, Harold Dillard,
Gary Whyte, Munuel Guerra.

Mike Walton, Chairman



Convention Committee Meetings

2019 — 101st ANNUAL STATE CONVENTION — SPRINGFIELD, IL

ALL MEETINGS OF CONVENTION & STANDING COMMITTEES WILL BE HELD IN THE
BANK OF SPRINGFIELD CENTER— SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS

WEDNESDAY -- JULY 10, 2019
STANDING COMMITTEES / COMMISSIONS

VETERANS EMPLOYMENT & EDUCATION FINANCE

Chairman, Dennis Tipsword Chairman, Myron D. Kirby

1:00 PM Room B-7 West 1:00 PM Room B-4 E

INTERNAL AFFAIRS CONSTITUTION & BY-LAWS
Chairman,Al Coughlin DEPARTMENT OF ILLINOIS

1:00 PM Room B-10 Chairman, Chairman, Paul W. Gardner

2:00 PM Room B-9

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

Department Commander, Micheal M. Carder

6:30 PM Picture

7:00 PM Buddinger Room—Bank of Springfield Center

THURSDAY -- JULY 11, 2019

9:00 AM
RULES Liaison, Hon. Vincent M. Gaughan
Room B-1
AMERICANISM Liaison, Jimmy Nagel
Room B-4 East
CHILDREN & YOUTH Liaison, Cheri Stanton
Room B-4 West
VETERANS EMPLOYMENT & EDUCATION Liaison, Dennis Tipsword
Room B-6 West
NATIONAL SECURITY Liaison, Robert Zimbelman
Room B-8
NOMINATION OF Liaison, Joe Lampert
DELEGATES-AT-LARGE Room B-9
VETERANS AFFAIRS Liaison, Rodger Bennett
& REHABILITATION Room B-10
RESOLUTIONS Liaison, Wayne Fischer
Room B-3
JUDICIARY Liaison, Paul W. Gardner
Room B-7 East
10:00 AM
CREDENTIALS, CONTESTS & Liaison, Al Coughlin
INTERNAL AFFAIRS Room B-2
LEGISLATION Liaison, Laimutis Nargelenas

Room B-7 West

10



Caucus Meetings

DISTRICT CAUCUS SCHEDULE
BANK OF SPRINGFIELD CENTER

THURSDAY, JULY 11, 2019
TIME DISTRICT CAUCUS MEETING ROOM
3:00 PM Ist B-8
3:00 PM 2nd B-7 East
3:00 PM 3rd B-7 West
3:00 PM 4th B-9
3:00 PM 5th B-6 West
3:00 PM 7th B-3
3:00 PM 8th B-6 East
3:00 PM 9th B-10
3:00 PM 10th & 13th B-1
3:00 PM 11th B-4 East
3:00 PM 12th B-4 West
5:00 PM 14th B-9
5:00 PM 15th B-1
5:00 PM 16th B-2
5:00 PM 17th B-6 East
5:00 PM 18th B-6 West
5:00 PM 19th B-7 East
5:00 PM 20th B-8
5:00 PM 21st B-7 West
5:00 PM 22nd B-4 West
5:00 PM 23rd B-10
5:00 PM 24th & 25th B-3

HEADQUARTERS OFFICE & MEDICAL  B-11A

SGT-AT-ARMS B-7 East

DISTINGUISHED GUESTS Murphy Room

11



URBANA
AMERICAN LEGION
POST 71

107 NORTH BROADWAY AVE.

URBANKA, IL

Helping The American Legion Help
America’s Veteran’s




Business Sessions

101st ANNUAL STATE CONVENTION
The American Legion, Department of Illinois
BANK OF SPRINGFIELD CENTER

Friday, July 12, 2019

000 A ML o b h b b a e b a e a e h e h e a e a e h e e h e b a e h e e b bt a e b ae e CALL TO ORDER
PRESIDING ..ottt e e e et e e e e s e e aaaeeeeeeeans Micheal M. Carder, Department Commander
ADVANCE COLORS ...ttt ettt sttt st e st e e st e et e ate e st e st enseese e seenseaseeaseenseenseaseansesnsenseensensnan Franklin Park Post 974
"STAR SPANGLED BANNER"......cotitittitirirertenetentest ettt sttt sb e st sb e sttt sb e b st sbe st b sne b naes Terry Lynn Gaddis
INVOCATION ...ttt ettt ettt ettt b et sb e bt et sh e e bt et sbee bt eabesbeebeeane Virgil Oikion, Department Chaplain
POW/MIA CEREMONY ..ottt e e Micheal M. Carder, Department Commander
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE........cccoiiiitiieitet ettt seeas Roy Weber, Department Sr. Vice Commander
PREAMBLE .......oi ittt ettt ettt ettt e b enbesteenseensesseeseenes Micheal M. Carder, Department Commander
GOD BLESS AMERICA ...ttt ettt ettt ettt et sh et e et e s bt et e eabesaee bt eatesbee bt ennesseenseennes Terry Lynn Gaddis
CALL TO ANNUAL CONVENTION ..ottt ettt ettt Marty Conatser, Convention Secretary

REPORTS OF CONVENTION COMMITTEES

RIULES ettt ettt et ettt et bt et e et e s bt et e et e s bt em bt ea b e bt emb e s et e sbeemtesaee bt enbesneenbeensesaean Hon. Vincent M. Gaughan
CREDENTIALS, CONTESTS & INTERNAL AFFAIRS ..ottt sesaeneeeens Al Coughlin

ADDRESS OF WELCOME

e Elected Officials for the State of Illinois
e Veterans Organizations

e Veterans Hospitals Administrators

e Youth Champions

e American Legion Auxiliary

e Sons of The American Legion

CONVENTION REPORTS & PRESENTATION OF AWARDS

AMERICANISM ...ttt ettt ettt ettt ettt et ettt et et a e bt e ae et e a e e aeeb e e bt eb e e ae e bt e bt eh e e bt eb e e bt e bt ebeebt e bt eb e ebeebeebeebeebeebeeneeneenes
CHILDREN & YOUTH .....ctiiiiiiectieit ettt ettt ettt et ete bt eteesaaeteesseassasssesseessasssenseessasssenseessanssenseessesssensesssensenns Cheri Stanton
VETERANS EMPLOYMENT & EDUCATION.......ccciiieiieitiietieieete sttt eite it eaeseaesteesseesaessaessesssesssenseessesssenns Dennis Tipsword
VETERANS DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD WINNERS
JUDICTARY ..ttt ettt ettt sttt et et ea et a e bbbt et eb e bt e bt e bt eb e eh e e bt e bt e bt eb e e bt sbeebeebeebeebeebeebeebeeneeue Paul Gardner
LEGISLATION ...ttt ettt ettt ettt b et sh e s bttt sae e bt et e sheeebeembeeatesbeeabeeutenbeenbeeabenbeenbesanenbeens Laimutis Nargelenas
NATIONAL SECURITY ..ottt sttt sttt sttt sttt sttt st sbe bt bt sae bbbt bt bt sbesneeneeneeneene Robert Zimbelman
NOMINATION OF DELEGATES ~AT-LARGE ......cciiiiiiiiiiieseesteee ettt snene Joe Lampert
SAFETY, LAW & ORDER .......ooiiiiiiiiiie ettt ettt ettt e e et e e e e ta e e e e taa e e eeataeeesataeeseasseeesasseeennsaseenrnes Delmar Buske
RESOLUTIONS ...ttt ettt ettt st ettt she et ea bt sh e bt e et sht e bt e a bt sheesb e emteeae e e bt embeeatesbeembeeabenbeenbeeanenbeenbeeane Wayne Fischer
VETERANS AFFAIRS & REHABILITATION ....oiiiiiiiiii ettt et sttt Rodger Bennett

13



Business Sessions

101st ANNUAL STATE CONVENTION
The American Legion, Department of Illinois
BANK OF SPRINGFIELD CENTER

Saturday, July 13, 2019

800 A ML ettt b et b e b bbbt nbe CONVENTION MEMORIAL SERVICE
Virgil Oikion, Department Chaplain

Bob Meier, Assistant Chaplain

LaVera Davis, Auxiliary Chaplain

John Nemanich, SAL Chaplain

All members of The American Legion family, friends and the general citizenry are invited.
NO ADMITTANCE INTO THE CONVENTION HALL AFTER THE MEMORIAL SERVICE BEGINS

CALL TO ORDER ......ootiiitiiieiteit ettt ettt teste st eseeasasseenseenaenseens Micheal M. Carder, Department Commander
PRESIDING OFFICER ......ooiiiiiiiiiieiieie ettt ettt eeve st enseennenneens Micheal M. Carder, Department Commander
SALUTE TO THE COLORS ...ttt sttt ene Micheal M. Carder, Department Commander
INVOCATION ...ttt ettt ettt sttt ettt e bt et sat e s bt e bt satesaee bt enbesaeenbeentesaean Virgil Oikion, Department Chaplain

POPPY CONTEST WINNERS ...ttt sttt s e st steseesene e s e e e s e eaeseeseneeseneeseeeseaseseesenes Denver Phelps
COMMUNITY SERVICE ... .ottt ettt ettt h et sttt e bt st e s bt e bt e et e s bt e bt eatesaee bt entesatenbeenaesnnens Lomac Payton
CONVENTION REPORT ......oouiiiiiiiiiiiiittetct ettt ettt ettt sttt st ettt sttt sttt sttt eae et st eneens Michael Walton
CONVENTION HOST AWARD PRESENTATION ...c..ccoiiiiiiiiiniiinietnietiteteientet sttt sttt eese e saese e Micheal M. Carder
GIFTS TO THE YANKS ..ottt ettt ettt e e et e s e st e e eae et e e e st aeee e eseeeesenees e s es e s eseeseneeseneeseneeseaseneesans Jeffrey Cox
PUBLIC RELATIONS/INFORMATION EXCHANGE........ccoiiiieiiiiecieeit ettt se e Paul Garrett
BUDGET REPORT ...ttt ettt ettt ettt e et e et e e s aa e e steeabeeeaseeemseessse e seeanseasnseasnseenseeenseesnseanns Myron D. Kirby
MEMBERSHIP REPORT and AWARDS. ......c.cotoiiriiietnieitetet ettt sttt ettt b ettt ettt b et b e s saesesaenes Roy Weber
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT ......oooiiiiiiiiiiiietee ettt Bernard Stegmueller
HISTORIAN AWARDS ..ottt ettt sttt h et bttt st s e bbbt b et se st ene e b et eb et st nte st st ene e b et eneeene Paul Garrett

UNFINISHED BUSINESS — NEW BUSINESS

NOMINATION & ELECTION OF OFFICERS
ALTERNATE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEMAN
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEMAN
DEPARTMENT SENIOR VICE COMMANDER
DEPARTMENT COMMANDER

INSTALLATION OF DEPARTMENT OFFICERS .......ccccccceviinininnen. Hon. Vincent M. Gaughan, Past Department Commander
BENEDICTION ...ttt sttt sttt ettt et sttt et sbe et st sbe et eabesbe e bt eaeesaeen Virgil Oikion, Department Chaplain
RETIRE COLORS ... ettt ettt ettt et st e bt et e et e et eat e et e et e ameeesee st emteesee st antesseanseenseaseenseennenaeans Teutopolis Post 924
ADJOURNMENT ...ttt ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt et et et e bt e ea e b e s et s bttt sb e et e et e st e st e saesae st e sbesbesaesbesaentens Sine Die

SPECIAL NOTE:

* Department Executive Committee meeting will be on the right side of stage in Convention Hall following adjournment of the
Department Convention.

* Special meeting of all elected National Convention Delegates on left side of stage in Convention Hall immediately after the
adjournment of D.E.C. - Important Instructions.
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Knight Hawk Coal
Salutes America’s Veterans

The men and women of Knight Hawk Coal wish to thank
those veterans gathering for the American Legion

lllinois State Convention for their service. Your service to
our country is truly appreciated and we hope you have a
productive, enjoyable and memorable event.

’@ight Hawli

knighthawkcoal.com
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Schedule of Events

CHAPLAINS CONFERENCE
BANK OF SPRINGFIELD CENTER
ROOM B-6 EAST
10:00 AM —11:00 AM

THURSDAY, JULY 11, 2019

/7 7 7
0‘0 * 0‘0 * 0‘0

ADJUTANT’S TRAINING SEMINAR
BANK OF SPRINGFIELD CENTER
B-11B,C
11:00 AM —2:00 PM
THURSDAY, JULY 11, 2019

<, <, <,
o ¢ A4 ¢ A4

“THANK YOU COMMANDER”
PARTY
SPRINGFIELD LEGION POST 32

6:00 PM —1:00 AM
THURSDAY, JULY 11, 2019

7 7 7
0‘0 * 0.0 * 0.0

VETERANS HIRING EVENT
BANK OF SPRINGFIELD CENTER
B-11B,C,D
10:00 AM —1:00 PM
FRIDAY, JULY 12,2019

o, o, o,
AIXE EXE & X4

PTSD/SUBSTANCE ABUSE/
SUICIDE PREVENTION MEETING
ROOM B-6 WEST

Immediately following convention session

FRIDAY, JULY 12,2019
30 @ %0 @ e

LEGION RIDERS MEETING
MAIN HALL OF CONVENTION CENTER

Immediately following convention session

FRIDAY, JULY 12, 2019

\/ \/ \/
0’0 * 0’0 * 0’0

CONVENTION PARADE
LEGION RIDERS
5:45 PM KICK-OFF TO
FREEDOM FEST **

FRIDAY, JULY 12, 2019

\/ \/ \/
0’0 * 0’0 * 0’0

** FREEDOM FEST **
ROADWAY BETWEEN
CONVENTION HOTELS
6:00 PM — MIDNIGHT
FRIDAY, JULY 12, 2019

/7 /7 /7
3 X4 < 3 X4 < 3 X4

BIKE SHOW
BANK OF SPRINGFIELD CENTER
(Main Entrance)
REGISTRATION
(at Legion Riders Exhibit Booth):
9:00 AM —10:00 AM
JUDGING: 10:00 AM —12:00 NOON

SATURDAY, JULY 13,2019

< 9, 9,
A X4 L J A X4 L J A X4

AMERICAN LEGION FAMILY
RECEPTION
BANK OF SPRINGFIELD CENTER

B-11B,C,D
3:00 PM —5:00 PM
SATURDAY, JULY 13, 2019

7 \/ \/
0’0 ¢ 0’0 ¢ 0’0

COMMANDER & PRESIDENT
DINNER
WYNDHAM —BALLROOM

COCKTAILS - 6:00 PM
DINNER - 7:00 PM

SATURDAY, JULY 13, 2019

7 \/ \/
0’0 L 2 0’0 L 2 0’0

Times and locations are subject to change. Please check bulletin board in Convention Headquarters for possible changes.

e @ <SS Convention Booths == @ <amS
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* 19th District ALA * Military Veterans Rights Bureau - Office
* American Legion by Maria Karson of Attorney General

% American Legion State Golf Tournament * National Desert Storm War Memorial
* Boy Scouts * POW/MIA

% Chicago’s Own Young Marines * Premier Boys State

#* Feel Good, Inc. % Secretary of State

% Friends of Fischer House—Illinois * Sewing For Veterans

* Gifts to the Yanks Who Gave * UMAP

% Illinois Women’s Military & Civilian Memorial * US Insurance Co.

% Legionnaires Insurance Trust * Women. in Military service for American
* Legion Riders Memorial



MICHEAL M. CARDER

2018-2019

American LLegion
Department Commander

THANK YOU FOR ELECTING ME TO SERVE
AS YOUR CENTENNIAL DEPARTMENT COMMANDER!

17
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Map of Springfield

Site of The 97th Annual American Legion State Convention

DOWNTOWN, PARKI

PASFIELD ST

PASFIELD ST

Welcome to Springfield

<— JEFFERSON ST

+— 100 WEST
* WASHINGTON ST

©

<= ADAMS ST

~— MONROE ST

CAPITOL
COMPLEX

COLLEGE ST

A

EDWARDS ST

SPRING ST
IEEEEEN SNSRI NN SN S SN SN NSNS SN NN SN E NN SRR

® PUBLIC PARKING GARAGES & LOTS

4th & Capirol
2. 4th & Monroe
4th & Washington
4. 6th & Capirtol
5. 6th & Madison (Presidential Museum)

6.  6th St. berween Washington
& Adams w.ndu"g"wu 1d)

7. 7th & Capirol (under public library)
8. 7th St. between Edwards & Capitol
9. 7th & Monroe (Near Hilton Springfield Hotel)

10. 7th & Washington (Near PCCC

and President Abraham Lincoln Hotel)

(2]

CAPITOL AVE CAPITOL AVE

P72z

NG
\&

ILLINOIS

o

A — MADISON ST

<— JEFFERSON ST

~ WASHINGTON ST

«—— ADAMS ST

—— 4THST
«—— STHST
—— GTHST

o Fise

~ " MONROE ST

JACKSON ST JACKSON ST

MR. LINCOLN'S

EDWARDS ST

=~ 6TH ST

=
7
=}
®

S

A SITES & HOTELS

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum
2. Hilton Springfield

Mansion View Inn & Suites

Prairie Capitol Convention Center

5. President Abraham Lincoln
Hotel & Conference Center

6. The State House Inn - A Clarion Collection Hotel
Eﬁ?ﬁf(}lﬁlﬁfﬁ IffLIlNI—BIEs 109 North Seventh Street
Springfield, IL 62701
CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAD 800545 7300 217 168 2360

www.visit-springfieldillinois.com

Timothy J. Davlin, Mayor
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Department of llmois
Natlonal Executive Commltteeman

BERNARD STEGMUELLER

THANK YOU FOR ALLOWING ME TO SERVE AS YOUR
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEMAN!

Helping The American Legion Help America’s Veterans

20
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HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER

JAMES B. DURKIN
82ND DISTRICT

We Proudly Stand Behind
The American Legion

* W *




2018-2019 Convention Reports

DEPARTMENT COMMANDER
Micheal M. “Mike” Carder

The start of the new century of
The American Legion has been both
exciting and bothersome. It was great
to visit the posts and districts who
celebrated The American Legions
100th birthday. These celebrations
will continue until the National
Convention.

The Department of Illinois was

honored to have been visited by both
Immediate PNC Denise Rohan and
National Commander Brett Riestad.
It was great to see all of the special
welcomes presented by the Illinois
Legion Family.
It was especially exciting to be in St.
Louis, Missouri for the celebration of
the St. Louis Caucus which solidified
the foundation of The American
Legion.

During the past year the programs
of the Illinois American Legion have
stood out due to the efforts of all the
blue cappers and dedicated work of

the entire American Legion Family. It
was also gratifying to see the work
done in supporting local communities,
especially with our youth. Our youth
have so many great opportunities to
receive the offerings of scholarships.
This year we awarded scholarships
from the Oratorical Contest, Essay
Contest, Poppy Poster Contest, Boys
State, Girls State, Youth Police,
School award and Boys Scout of the
year. There are probably some I am
forgetting but awarding scholarships
is just a portion of work we have done
this year.

The great work continued this
year with many programs we offer
to our youth. Boys State, Girls State,
Special Olympics, Boy Scouts, and
the Youth Police School. These
programs are run by numerous
Legion family volunteers. Without
them we just could not provide the
programs. Job well done team!

This year my special project
was The Haven a wonderful place
where veterans and their families can

We proudly &
stand behind
The Ameriean
Legion

&3 HANSON

1525 South Sixth St., Springfield, IL

www.hanson-inc.com

i
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go and recharge their batteries. Your
donations have been overwhelming,
through your efforts a check for
over $3,000.00 was presented at The
Haven Jamboree in November and the
balance will be presented during this
convention.

The American Legion Riders,
I cannot say enough about the work
they do. Their work within the state
and the Legacy Run, keep riding
folks.

The 100th year began with a
great surge in membership and
The Department of Illinois stayed
consistently ~within the top 20
department nationally and following
the Membership Caravan the surge
diminished and our standing in the
national statistics has dropped. This
was the year to establish our legacy
for the next century and I am
bothered by our continued slide. I
must say our department is not alone,
I have talked with my colleagues in
the Central States Region and they

(Continued on page 26)




Department of Illinois District/Division Map

THE AMERICAN LEGION
DEPARTMENT OF ILLINOIS

DIVISIONS and DISTRICTS

FIRST DIVISION:
Ist - 9th Districts: Cook County

SECOND DIVISION:

10th: Lake County

11th: McHenry, Kane, DuPage, Will
12th: Winnebago, Boone, DeKalb,
Lasalle, Kendall, Grundy

Jo Daviess, Stephenson,
Carroll, Ogle, Lee, Whiteside

13th: DisL.

T

NDERS]
NDER

HANCOCK

THIRD DIVISION:

14th: Rock Island, Mercer,
Henderson, Warren,
Hancock, McDonough
Henry, Knox, Fulton,

15th:

ROCK ISLAND
MERCER

WARREN

NCOONCUGH

JO DAVIESE
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Adams, Schuyler
Bureau, Stark,
Putnam, Marshall,
Peoria, Tazewell
Mason, Brown,
Cass, Menard,
Morgan, Scott,
Pike, Calhoun,
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16th: —
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Edgar, Clark, Cumberiand
Champaign, DeWwitt, Piatt,
Macon, Moultrie, Douglas,
Coles, Shelby

Sangamon, Christian, Macoupin,
Montgomery

18th:

19th:

21st:

FIFTH DIVISION:
22nd: Madison, Bond, St. Clair,

Monroe, Washington
23rd: Fayette, Effingham, Jasper, Crawford,
Clinton, Marion, Jefferson, Richland,
Lawrence, Wabash
Clay, Wayne, Edwards, Hamilton, White,
Saline, Gallatin, Johnson, Pope,
Hardin, Massac
Randolph, Perry, Franklin, Johnson,
Williamson, Union, Alexander, Pulaski

24th:

25th:
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Your LEeGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRrusT
PROUDLY SALUTES YOUR DEPARTMENT
OoF THE AMERICAN LEGION ON THE
OCCASION OF IHE LEeGION's 100w
ANNIVERSARY. IHANK YOU FOR YOUR
CONTINUED SERVICE AND SUPPORT OF
PROGRAMS TO BENEFIT ALL VETERANS,
WE ARE HAPPY TO HELP SUPPORT THOSE
EFFORTS. WE WISH YOU A PRODUCTIVE

AND ENJOYABLE CONVENTION.

25




Convention Reports, cont.

(Continued from page 23)

are experiencing the same phenome-
non. Nationally, membership is down
approximately 70,000 legionnaires,
while Illinois is down approximately
4,000 legionnaires. If this continues
what will happen to our programs,
to our support to veterans and their
families and veterans benefits. There
is no magic solution to the slide, if
their was we would have jumped on it
immediately. But, what can be done?
It is not hard, it takes the effort of all
past and present commanders no mat-
ter what level of service to contact our
members. I still believe in the Bloody
Knuckle approach personal contact
works the best. Mentor new officers
and members, posts and districts
need to increase revitalization efforts
(it works) and be sure to use all
publicity sources whether print or
electronic.

I have frequently referred to The
American Legion Family, it has been

a pleasure to serve with Auxiliary
President Deb Lewis and SAL Com-
mander Eugene Gort. Together in our
own way we have promoted the ideals
of the American Legion and its pro-
gram. We can only grow stronger
through the family effort.

I finally, I want to thank all the
blue caps, with out your efforts all of
our programs would have failed. You
worked hard to stabilize our member-
ship, we may have knocked down
but, I know you will get up, roll up
your sleeves, tighten your belts and
meet our challenges head on. It can
be done because we are the Illinois
American Legion!

It has been a honor to serve with
you during our 100th year. Thank you
for your service.

* % X

DEPARTMENT SR VICE
COMMANDER
Roy Weber

It’s hard to believe that it is time
for another convention. It seems that I
was just recently elected your Sr. Vice
Commander, an event I will never
forget. I am proud to have served the
Department of Illinois and its Legion-
naires this past year. I enjoyed
attending many Division and District
meetings of the American Legion,
SAL and Auxiliary, as well as D.E.C.
Meetings, Conferences and Home-
comings.

This past year started well with
membership. Our leadership and blue
cappers have gone out Knocking for
Membership as Commander Carder’s
pin states. Renewing and finding new
members is difficult but success
means we can continue to support our
Veterans’ needs and keep the program
of The American Legion vibrant.

(Continued on page 28)

Helping The
American Legion
Help America’s
Veteran’s

[llinois AMVETS Headquarters
2200 South Sixth St.
Springfield, IL 62703
800.638.8387
217.528.4713
www.ilamvets.org
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9th District Commander

DON HORN

We Are Proud To Be A Part
of The American Legion Family

Dou & Christy Honu
and CJamily
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Convention Reports, cont.

(Continued from page 26)

The January American Legion
Family Caravan traveled throughout
the state despite some severe weather
and road conditions. Only one stop
had to be omitted due to poor road
conditions. Past National Commander
Denise Rohan was our special guest
and gave an inspiring presentation at
every stop. She had the remarkable
ability to have a different message
every time. What a pleasure it was to
listen to her. Many cards were turned
in at each stop. There was great com-
radery and of course way too much
wonderful food at the stops.

Our Legion Programs are going
strong again this year. Our 4-Pilllars
Pin project supporting the Oratorical
contest, Gifts to the Yanks, Special
Olympics and Premier Boy’s State did
very well. What a great way for our
Legion Family to work together for
our valuable programs. [ want to

thank our blue cappers for their tire-
less efforts working for all of our
great program successes.

I want to give a special thank you
to our Department Staff for keeping
me on track and never failing to assist
me when I asked for help. Their
tireless work on membership, leader-
ship training, scheduling and artistry
made my efforts this year go
smoothly. No other office staff can
equal them!!

I have learned more about our
Legion Family than you can imagine.
What a great Veteran’s Service
Organization we have.

I am eternally grateful for the
opportunity to be of service to the
American Legion Department of
[llinois again this coming year.

Thank You.

* & K

DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT
Martin “Marty” Conatser

As we complete another year of
service to veterans and our
communities, I am so proud of the
values this organization stands for.
I want to “Thank” everyone that has
guided and assisted me this year. I
want to thank the Department Staff for
the extra effort to cut the cost of
operating the Department of Illinois.
For the fourth year in a row the
administrative cost of operation has
gone down.

Commander Carder, President
Lewis and SAL Commander Gort
set a clear goal of making the Legion
Family stronger in Illinois. I'm
pleased to say that by working
together, all parts of the Legion family
accomplished great things in 2019.
They proved that it can be done and
was by many dedicated Legion family

members.
(Continued on page 29)

American Legion Post 32

WELCOMES vyou to Springfield

FULL BAR SERVICE - GREAT FOOD

VIDEO GAMING

Take the FREE Shuttle and come see us!

We Are Proud To Be Part of The American Legion Family
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Convention Reports, cont.

(Continued from page 28)

[llinois must continue to refine our
vision for the future!

Revitalizations were conducted in
many parts of the state this year. The
personal contact by volunteers was
outstanding. Please become involved
in your area. We need to be more
aggressive early in the next member-
ship year. Doing this will make a huge
difference in your local membership
numbers and the financial security of
the Department. Working together,
the Legion family members lived up
to what the moto “Just Ask” stands
for.

As The American Legion Depart-
ment of Illinois met the needs of the
American Legion Family members
again this year, the National Emergen-
cy Relief fund was there. Tornados
and floods continue to happen and
The American Legion Family mem-
bers continue to step forward when

We Are Proud To Be Part of
The American Legion Family

needed. That is just one reason to be a
member of this great organization.
Please take advantage of the train-
ing being offered at this convention.
The “Adjutants Training Seminar”
will help your Post and the Depart-
ment to conduct the business of The
American Legion in the coming year.
Most of all I want to say “Thank
you” to everyone that works so hard
for others and makes The American
Legion the great organization that we

are.
* %k k

DISASTER RELIEF COMMITTEE
Delmar Buske, Chairman

The Disaster Relief Committee
was busy this year trying to keep
Mother Nature at bay. The first part
of this year we had tornadoes through-
out Central Illinois with most of the
damage in the Taylorville area. We
fortunately had no members that were

displaced because of damage.

We had some flooding reported in
the Northern part of the state, once
again with no one reportedly being
displaced.

We find that this is a good
program to use as a recruiting tool.

* %k k

FINANCE COMMISSION
Myron Kirby, Chairman

The Finance Commission always
worked hard to maintain the financial
stability of the Illinois American
Legion. We thank all members who
donate to our fundraisers and the
commitment for being a member of
the Department of Illinois American
Legion. Some of our fundraisers have
been slightly down this past year but
with your help I am sure this going to
be a better year. As always, the

(Continued on page 30)

( KIRBY

RUCKING

MYRON KIRBY

15893 Moon Rd. Farmer City, IL 61842
C: (309) 838-9067
E: KIRBYFARMS@YAHOO.COM

DANNER-MADSEN
AMERICAN
LEGION
POST #663

426 Industry Ave.

We Proudly Stand Behind
Gardner, IL

The American Legion
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Convention Reports, cont.

(Continued from page 29)

Finance Committee will continue to
look for ways to keep our costs down
and we will continue to look at new
fundraisers in order to keep our
income up.

Our old heating and ac system was
installed when the building was built
back in the 70’s. It had become
unreliable and needed replaced.
A new system was installed at the cost
of $120,000.00 We would like to
thank the Trust Fund Committee for
their helping in pay $100,000.00 of
the cost.

Our adjutant Marty Conatser has
eliminated some staff positions and
reassigned duties. The staff has taken
on Auxiliary membership data entry
and our print shop has taken on
printing for posts and other entities.
These are just a couple examples on
how Department is trying to maximize
income and always watching the
expense side. Looking at the proposed

budget for the year 2019-2020 you
will see a deficit budget, the vast
majority of the deficit is due to the
loss of membership. That loss of
membership in turn makes fund
raisers more challenging with the loss
of donors.

For those who order from National
Emblem Sales catalog you might have
noticed they now have two types
of poppies: crepe paper and fabric.
The fabric poppies are made in
Illinois by Illinois Veterans. Emblem
sales began offering the Illinois style
poppy a few years ago and demand
has increased. We appreciate Nation-
als support in this endeavor.

As many of you might know we
have a new Financial Secretary, Tina
Abdelnour. She started with us on
August 21, 2018.

I would like to thank all members
of the Finance Commission: Casimir
Noga, Ist Division Vice Chairman,
Ronald Carlson, 2nd Division, Dave
Hicks, 3rd Division, Jerry Vogler,

4th Division and William Flanagan
5th Division for all their hard work,
Commander Mike Carder and Sr.
Vice Commander Roy Weber for
attending the finance meetings I
would also like to thank Department
Commander Mike Carder for allowing
the Committee and me to serve. Their
support was much appreciated. A
special thanks to Marty Conatser,
Department Adjutant and the entire
staff for their assistance this year.

As always if anyone has any
questions on the budget, I am always
will to answer those questions.

* k&

SAFETY, LAW & ORDER
COMMITTEE
Delmar Buske, Chairman

The Safety, Law & Order Com-
mittee was busy this year getting
ready for the Youth Cadet law

(Continued on page 31)

Helping The American Legion Help America’s Veteran’s

Fararly owned and oper:

Norberg

Memorial Home

JD & Janice Smallwood

Zed servicing all of Bure

C%’lfbgrg

MEMORIAL
ND MO

e County and beyonad since Z 7O

701 East Thompson Street
Princeton, IL 61356

(815) 875-2425

www.norbergfh.com

norberg@norbergfh.com

Voted most respected funeral home, first place--Readers Choice Award 2018




Convention Reports, cont.

(Continued from page 30)

Enforcement school. We are once
again using the national Guard Camp
Lincoln Academy for our school.
This is truely an American Legion,
Illinois State Police, the Illinois
National Guard cooperative effort.
We could not put this school on with-
out the effort of all agencies involved.

Our Police Officer of the Year
and Firefighter of the Year was also
determined with very good applica-
tions from throughout the State.

* Kk k

TRUST FUND COMMITTEE
Hon. Vincent M. Gaughan, Chairman

Purpose of the American Legion
of Illinois Trust Fund is to provide
an atmosphere of growth and stability
to the Trust Fund. This enable and
also position the Trust Fund to
provide financial assistance to the

Department of Illinois and times of
financial distress or unforeseen need.

At our American Legion D.E.C.
meeting in April, 2019, the Trust
Fund transferred $100,000.00 to the
Department for the complete replace-
ment of the Heating and Air Condi-
tioning system at our Department
Headquarters in Bloomington, IL.
This prevented any diminution any of
the American Legion Programs or
Services.

It is important to reiterate one of
the dark days from when the Depart-
ment of Illinois was in frightful
financial condition. To keep our
Headquarters door open we had to
borrow about $500,000.00 from our
Trust Fund to operate and function.
If our Trust Fund was not properly
funded, our Department would have
been required to borrow on the open
market at the going interest rate. To
be candid, we would still be paying
interest and principal on our debt
of $500,000.00. This would have

greatly impacted the “Mission® of the
American Legion helping veterans
and Our Families. Our Trust Fund
must always “be ready”, willing and
able “to support our Department”.

In December 2018, our Trust
Fund, along with the world market,
took a big hit. Because of the correct
deployment of our investments, the
Fund is 99% restored as of this
writing. Our financial advisors have
been on top of every market move.
Our Trust Fund will be positive and
well-positioned at the end of 2019.

Our Trust Fund is well deployed
to withstand the ups and downs of
the stock market. It is the general
consensus of the stock analyst that
it will be up at the end of 2019.

First Mid-Illinois Bank and
Trust are our financial advisors.
They have been exceptional attend-
ing meetings with your trust fund
committee  throughout the year

(Continued on page 34)

We Are Proud To Be Part of
The American Legion Family

URBANA
SONS OF THE
AMERICAN
LEGION
SOQUADRON #171

107 N. BROADWAY AVE.
URBANA, IL
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Department Commander Micheal M. Carder 2018 ~ 2019 A Year To Remember




Department Commander Micheal M. Carder 2018 ~ 2019 A Year To Remember
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Convention Reports, cont.

(Continued from page 31)

providing valuable advice on our
investments.

While we commend the Depart-
ment Officers and Finance Commis-
sion for their efforts to control
expenditures and increase income,
we must also advocate the prudent
reinforcement of the Trust Fund
principal by regular deposits of any
special request, grants and annual
budget.

In conclusion, I would like to
thank the exceptional members of
our Trust Fund Committee for their
participation and cooperation through-
out the year.

Your Trust Fund members are:
Tom Marciciak, Michael Walton,
Robert F. Zimbelman, John Burford,
and Vincent M. Gaughan. On
behalf of the Trust Fund Committee
we would express our appreciation
for the opportunity to serve the
American Legion State of Illinois.

* Kk k

LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION
Laimutis Nargelenas, Chairman

The Illinois Legislative Commis-
sion consists of the following mem-
bers: Chairman Laimutis “Limey”
Nargelenas (4), Vice Chairman
Hank Robards (5), secretary Kevin
Kilkenny (3), Paul Gardner (2),
Ken Trumbull (1).

The Commission has been very
active this year conducting the
meetings and tracking over 40 bills
introduced in the Illinois General
Assembly regarding the military and
veterans. The Commission has also
followed 30 bills that were introduced
in Congress. The Legislative Com-
mission members have met with
numerous legislators to  discuss
legislation. Numerous bills in both
the Illinois General Assembly and
Congress have been successfully
passed that will assist veterans in

numerous ways.

The Illinois Legislative Commis-
sion also participated in the first
Illinois Veterans Lobby Day at the
Capital. The legislative Commission
met with other Veteran Organizations
in Springfield at the AMVETS office
to discuss how these organizations
could come together to successfully
impact legislation that would benefit
veterans. After the meeting, the
Commission members traveled to the
capital to meet with their legislator.
Please note the attached message that
was given to our state legislators.

* Kk k

AMERICANISM COMMISSION
Philip Mette, Chairman

Americanism is one of the four
pillars of the American Legion. The
commission is charged to promote
patriotism and good citizenship

(Continued on page 35)
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through patriotic observances and
patriotic and civic instruction in
sports. This is achieved by the
programs of the commission and
six separate committees. Commission
members are Department Commander
Micheal Carder-First Division, Gary
Stieg- Second Division, John Davis
III -Third Division, Vice Chairman
Jimmy Nagel-Fourth Division, and
Chairman Philip Mette-Fifth Division.

The commission met on October
6, March 1, and will meet on July
10.

Our major program is the
High School Oratorical Scholarship
Program—A constitutional Speech
Contest. The purpose of the program
is to develop a deeper knowledge
and appreciation of the Constitution
of the United States. Seventeen
contestants competed in the semi-
final contest on March 2nd at the
Crowne Plaza in Springfield. Five

advanced to the finals with the follow-
ing results:

First Place: Caleb Maue, Homer
Glen, 2nd Division, $2000 scholar-
ship.

Second Place: Regan Macwan,
Naperville, 2nd Division, $1500
scholarship.

Third Place: John Tofte, Downs,
4th Division, $1200 scholarship.

Fourth Place: Abril Hunter,
Belleville, 5th Division, $1000
scholarship.

Fifth Place: William Meanes,
Fairview Heights, $1000 scholarship.

The Commission thanks the
many Legion family members and
Department staff who made the
contests possible.

Caleb Maue competed at the
National level on April 6th in
Indianapolis. Caleb won his quarter
and semi rounds and advanced to the
finals on April 7th competing against
Iowa and Tennessee. Caleb placed
second and received a total of

$17,500 in scholarships. Caleb is a
home schooled junior and was
sponsored by Joliet Post 1080.

The 2019 Americanism essay
topic is “What are my responsibilities
as a U.S. Citizen?” The Auxiliary
judges the essays at the district,
division and department levels. They
will recognize the department winners
on July 11 at their convention.

Premier Boys State was held on
June 8 - 14. This is our premier
program as it is “A Week that Shapes
a Lifetime.” We look forward to a
successful attendance and program.

The Americanism Commission
encourages our Legion family to
participate in patriotic observances
on holidays such as Memorial Day,
Independence Day, and Veteran’s
Day. Posts are encouraged to have an
active Color Guard and hold flag
disposal ceremonies and teach our
younger proper flag etiquette. The
commission reminds posts to screen

(Continued on page 36)
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all participants in our youth programs
to ensure compliance in proper respect
to the Flag of the United States.

The success of all our programs
depends on the blue cappers to get
involved and implement the many
programs that serve our veterans, our
youth, our communities, and our
country.

* k k

CONSTITUTION & BY-LAWS
COMMISSION
Paul W. Gardner, Chairman

There were no  resolutions
approved at the convention adding to
or changing the Constitution & By-
Laws.

The Commission meets a mini-
mum of two times per year. In June
prior to the Department Convention
with Internal Affairs for the purpose

of assigning submitted resolutions and
at the Department Convention to
review any resolutions that may be
presented for determination.

Current  members of  the
Commission are 1% Division Anthony
J. Sicilano; 2™ Division Paul W.
Gardner; 3" Division Harris Bedney;
4™ Division JR Stillwell; 5™ Division
Jeffrey M. Roscow.

* Kk

FLAG ALLIANCE
COMMITTEE
Charlie Flood, Chairman

The citizen’s flag alliance was
formed by the legion and several oth-
er patriotic organizations to  support
a constitutional amendment to protect
our flag from deliberate desecration.
However, congress has done nothing
in over 12 years on this matter every
time it comes up in the senate it
gets buried in committee, I want to

We Proudly Stand Behind

The American Legion
= -

Creating Legacies

and Building Futures.

—jFirstMid

encourage everybody to contact their
congressman and our senators to
support this amendment. Also ask
you fellow post and district members
to do the same.

* %k

BOY SCOUT COMMITTEE
Bert Gangolf, Chairman

Moving forward is receiving a
phone call from a legionnaire whose
son is in scouting and asking how
he can help the troop his son became
a part of Talk to your fellow post
members, talk to the Scout leader,
contact your council executive, start
going through some training. Such as
Youth Protection Training (YPT),
basic leadership training

Demonstrate to the patrol or
troop how to fold, roll, clothing,
sleeping bags and show them how to

(Continued on page 37)
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pack a duffel bag or back pack. Prac-
tice simple first aid, fishing, camping,
axe and fire safety. We as veterans all
have ‘our own’

Specialty to teach and pass on to
our young people. Electronic games
are only one on one things. As with
us experienced people, scouts learn to
be a good trusting teammate, which is
the beginning brickwork of becoming
a leader. Keep moving forward.

For God and Country.

* Kk k

.VETERANS HOME ADVISORY
COMMITTEE
Ronald Shapland, Chairman

The Veterans Home Advisory
Committee met at lpm Saturday,
October 6, 2018 at Department
Headquarters. In attendance were:

Georgiann Callaway, 1% Division
William  Frangquist, 2™ Division
Roger Schwengel, 3™ Division Vice
Chairman Ronald Shapland, 4"
Division Chairman Donnie Hough-
land, 5™ Division

Roger reports that IDVA has pur-
chased the Sycamore nursing home
about 2 blocks from the Quincy home
and are remodeling it and removing
the asbestos. There is an open house
planned for October 19 at which
time they will announce the new
name. The remodeled home will
house the Alzheimer and dementia
unit. After the Alzheimer and
dementia are moved they will start
demolishing the worst unit and
re-building. The Federal VA is sup-
posed to fund 65% of the cost. No
time line is set for completion of the
rebuilding at this time, only the
housing units will be replaced. The
Administrative buildings will remain.

Donnie Houghland reports from

the Anna home. They are a 62- bed
facility full with no wait list. They
have been without a volunteer
corodinator for 4 years and without an
activities director for 1 %  years,
resulting in no outside activities for
the residents. They were approved for
a 42- bed addition 10 years ago that
has never happened.

William Frangquist reports from
LaSalle they have 200 beds, but are
currently only housing 180, with a
3 month wait list. The Manteno home
houses about 190 residents. They
meet again October 20. They have a
3 month wait list.

Department Commander Micheal
Carder and Vice Commander Roy
Weber visited our meeting. We
discussed the new 4-Pillars pin
coming out soon. Mike reminded us
of his project, The Haven.

Having no other business to
discuss, the meeting adjourned.

(Continued on page 38)
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Continued report after the spring
meeting at the 4 Veterans Homes in
Illinois. The new home in Chicago
may be open by spring of 2020. The
new addition to the Quincy home is
named Hammond Hall after a medal
of honor recipient from the Quincy
area. It was opened in January 2019
and is now full. Roger Schwengel
reports that several members of his
Post 37 assisted in the move to
Hammond Hall. The staff of all of
the Veterans homes in Illinois are
grateful for all of the donations and
volunteer help that they receive, so
keep up the good work American
Legion.

* %k *k
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LEGION LEADERSHIP
COMMITTEE
Paul W. Gardner, Chairman

The Legion Leadership Committee
held four Leadership Seminars
through 2018-2019. They were held
in the 2™ Division (2), 1% Division
(1) & 5™ Division (1).

Judging from the continued
decline in overall membership, it
would seem that there should be some
urgency in preparing Post Officers
as well as District Officers in leader-
ship skills.

The Seminars are designed for
Commander, Senior & Junior Vice
Commander as well as Adjutant and
Service Officer.

Sons of the American Legion
members are welcome and encour-
aged to attend.

The Committee will do a Seminar
in any part of the state providing
several dates are provided to insure

Col. Otis B. Duncan
AMERICAN LEGION

Post #809

full participation by the instructors.
Confirmed attendance is a require-
ment not only for the Committee but
District/Division needs.

The current Leadership Committee
is, 1*' Division, Al Pizarro; 2™ Divi-
sion, Paul W. Gardner; 3™ Division,
Michelle Aaron; 4™ Division Robbie
Walker; 5™ Division, David K. Harris

and S.A.L. Liaison Edward
Cavanaugh.
STRENGTH THROUGH
LEADERSHIP
* %k

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS
COMMITTEE
Joe Lampert, Chairman

Committee Members: Joe Lampert
- 1st Division, Chairman; Ed Stash-
2nd  Division; Bill  Seward—
3rd Division, Mike Edmonds—4th

(Continued on page 39)
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Division; Roy Smith—5th Division,
Vice Chairman.

The Riders Committee met twice
formally in the fall and spring. We
communicated the rest of the year via
email, completing our appointed
duties.

We have submitted our budget for
the upcoming year. We have planned
our participation in the upcoming
events for the Department Convention
to include the Freedom Fest Parade
and bike show along with a Legion
Rider booth.

We will once again participate in
the Special Olympics. We participated
in the membership caravan in our
respective divisions to help promote
membership throughout our state.

We continue to promote the T.L.
Woodburn Illinois Legion Rider of
the Year award and we received two
applications this year.

The 5™ Division conducted the
Third Annual Haven Legacy Run. The
Committee  conducted the First
Annual in-state Legacy Run which
was split over the last two weekends
in June 2019.

The Committee will conduct an
All Riders meeting immediately
following the end of the Friday
convention session.

We continue to support the Legacy
Scholarship Fund, Gifts to the Yanks
that Gave, NEF, OCW and many
more Legion programs at the Nation-
al, State and local levels.

* %k k

CHILDREN & YOUTH
COMMISSION
Cheri Stanton, Chairman

The Children and Youth Commis-
sion met three times this year. The
first meeting in the Fall always revises
the brochure for the coming year. We

go over the calendar of events for
children and youth activities in the
state. This gives the posts a guideline
of activities their posts can get in-
volved with for the year. It is always
broken down by month activities so
the posts can choose which events
they can help with.

The second meeting is in the
Spring to let us know the results of
the Christmas Program for Institution-
alized Children that our Legion
Family works on. This was the first
year we were able to donate $5.00
for Legion and $5.00 for Auxiliary
toward Christmas gifts. We gave out
over $14,000 combined. This was a
great achievement for our Legion
Family. We are working on getting
our SAL involved with our project.
We also met with Sandy Nash at
Special Olympics to work out
concerns for this years Games. Last
year we were at Redbird Arena and

(Continued on page 40)
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this year they are redecorating the
seating arca. We had to find a new
venue area on campus for our Hospi-
tality Area. This year we were behind
the stadium bleachers in a tunnel area
for shade and use of electrical out-
lets. We also had two new areas that
we served - Soccer and Boccie. The
food was transported by golf carts to
their area and we used a lot of dry
ice to keep things cold. Things went
well, thanks to all the volunteers from
the Legion Family.

Our third meeting is at the end
of June when we tally up all the
POST CONSOLIDATED REPORTS.
I always find it amazing at the amount
of activity that Illinois does when only
1/3 of the Posts report. At least they
take the time to fill out the
report. Some of our smaller posts
don't turn in anything but a signed
report, however, I know they don't
give a whole year of service and not

accomplish something. Maybe you
forgot to mention something or it
wasn't marked on the PCR exactly
what you did. Congress needs to hear
about it. They won't appropriate mon-
ey for the Veterans if we don't let
them know WE ARE STILL SERV-
ING.

* & X

PUBLIC RELATIONS AND
INFORMATION EXCHANGE
COMMITTEE
Paul Garrett, Chairman

Public Relations and Information
Exchange is primarily about sharing
the Image of the American Legion.
At every level, it is our job to inform,
our members, the media, local and
national eclected officials, about
who we are and what we do! If we
are not doing our part to share this
information in your Post, then The
American Legion has NO image in

your area.
American Legion National is
continually making great strides
promoting our great Organization
utilizing Social Media. The American
Legion Website receives 400,000—
600,000 visits per month. The Legion
Online updates reaches more than
630,000 subscribers per week. The
American Legion Videos are housed
within one microsite. The Legion has
fast growing network of social media
channels, including Facebook with
100,000 plus in its audience, Twitter
following is 63,500 LinkedIn, You
Tube, Instagram and Pinterest. The
American Legion app for cell phones,
created in 2014 has nearly 20,500
downloads. It’s not just the Legion
Magazine anymore, by the way it still
has a circulation of 2 million!! Our
committee has sent out the Public
Service Announcements to most local
media sources in the Springfield area
covering the Hiring Fair and Business
(Continued on page 41)
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Entrepreneurial Training seminar that
took place at this Convention.

We continue to have a full
complement of Committee members
from each of the 5 Divisions that have
been collecting media from Post,
District, Division, and PR committee
members in addition to local media
sources covering the timeframe from
last year’s Convention up until this
101st Department Convention We
hope that you appreciate the hard
work that our members have put
into these presentations

Again, this year we have
encouraged Posts, Districts, and
Divisions to submit applications for
Public Relations / Information Ex-
change Recognition Award submis-
sions. This Award was put together
to hopefully spark Posts to boost
their local image of the American
Legion in their locations The awards
presentations will take place at the

We Are Proud

end of my report today.

The committee has made available
through the Department website and
the Department Facebook page sight-
ings of billboards representing the
Legion as a whole along the roadsides
of the Department, currently 6 have
been recognized and we encourage
anyone who spots one share the
location both locally and with the
Department.

The committee continues to
encourage Post leadership and their
members in general if they haven’t
already to participate in the social
media available through both the
Department and National links and
establish pages and sites of their own.

It has been a great year for the
Public Relations and Information
Exchange committee sharing and
promoting the image of the many
great programs and activities of The
Department of Illinois including
numerous newspaper articles, local
TV coverage of events such as the

visit of National Commander Brett
Reistad to the Department Headquar-
ters where he was interviewed and
the interview was broadcast through
the Peoria and Springfield viewing
area.

Remember if we don’t promote
ourselves no one will!!

Thank you for allowing us to
serve.

* %k k

NATIONAL SECURITY
COMMISSION
Robert Zimbelman, Chairman

We have had a very successful
year. Our committee set goals at the
first of the year. We identified all
schools in the State of Illinois that
had active ROTC and JROTC pro-
grams.

(Continued on page 42)
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This enabled us to get more
schools in our program. We accom-
plished this without going over our
budget.

Our five members of our commit-
tee could not have gotten their
jobs done without all the posts helping
us with presentations at these
ceremonies.

Also I need to recognize Christy
and Terry Lynn for their help in
making all our orders go out in a
smooth fashion. They just made it
seem that way to all of us.

Thank you all for allowing us to
serve you.

* Kk k

INTERNAL AFFAIRS
COMMISSION
Al Coughlin, Chairman

Members of the Commission are:
Al Coughlin (chairman; 1% Division),
Roy Smith (vice chairman; 5"
Division), Iris Kirschner (member
4™ Division), Robert Howe (member;
2" Division) and Wayne Erickson
(member 3" Division).

The Commission met first in
September. The chairman brought up
that there has been much discussion
concerning membership at National.
He reminded the commission that the
resolution to eliminate districts which
fall below 1,000 members was passed
at a D.E.C. At this time there is one
District well below the 1,000 member
mark and that there is now one
further District falling below that
mark. Al informed the Commission
that he discussed with Department
Adjutant Marty Conatser what needs
to be done since the one District has

hit the three (3) year mark as indicated
in the resolution. It was agreed that
Al and Marty will discuss the action
that needs to be done prior to the
Spring DEC 2019.

Our second meeting was in
January for the “Big Four” Confer-
ence. The Department Adjutant
addressed us concerning the dissolu-
tion of Districts not meeting the
membership numbers needed to
sustain a District. The Commission
was informed to create a resolution to
be presented at the Department
Convention along with a letter which
will be mailed to the Posts involved
in order for them to decide which
District they want to be moved into.

After the Spring D.E.C. in April,
a letter from the Internal Affairs
Commission was mailed to the Posts
in District One (1) in order to inform
them that they will need to choose a
new District which to move into.

(Continued on page 43)
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The Commission met in June with
the Constitution and By-laws Com-
mittee in order to assign resolutions
submitted into the committee catego-
ries for the Department Convention.

The Commission met at the
“BOS” Center on Wednesday July
10th in order to review resolutions
assigned to our convention committee
and to discuss other issues brought
before the Commission.

* Kk k

VA&R COMMITTEE
Rodger Bennett, Chairman

The VA&R Committee consists of
Raymond P. Toczek from the 1st
Division, Ashley “Dave” Davis from
the 2nd Division, Tom Nebgen from
the 3rd Division, Rodger Bennett
from the 4th Division and Krystle
Huelsmann from the 5th Division.

Our first meeting of the year was
held at Dept. headquarters on Septem-
ber 29, 2018. All members were
present. Guests included Joe Piento
(7th Dist.) and Carolina Contreras
(VA&R Service Officer).

Rodger Bennett is the chairman,
Tom Nebgen the Vice-Chairman and
Krystle Huelsmann was selected to be
Secretary.

Dept. Commander Michael M.
Carder and Sr. Vice Commander Roy
Weber stopped by for a few moments
to encourage us for the coming year.
And thank us for our commitment to
veteran’s issues.

It was reported that we had 29
resolutions passed at the State Con-
vention. At the National Convention
eight were approved , 17 were re-
ceived and recorded, 2 rejected and
2 referred for further study. That is a
very good record.

Wayne Macejak, current Depart-
ment Service Officer retired Nov.
Ist. His replacement is Carolina
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Contreras. Wayne is now helping at
Hines.

Our subjects discussed were the
availability of flue shots at all VA
Hospitals. During routine blood work
the Hep C test can be requested. Once
tested no further testing is needed
unless the veteran feels they may
have again.

Restoring trust in the VA and the
computerization updates were also
topics of discussion. Eventually the
VA ad DOD systems will work
together.

Our second meeting was held
April 13m 2019 at Department Head-
quarters.

Again, all members were present.
Also present was Carolina Contreras
our VA&R Service Office in Chicago.

Reports were given to myself and
Dave Davis on the Washington
Conference, which we both attended.
There were 6 issues to be discussed
with our Representatives.

(Continued on page 44)
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The Blue Water issue and change
of time frame of was (WWII to
present) for were the two to be pushed
hardest. Other topics discussed were
the recovery of remains; which as
been making great strides due to the
joint cooperation of other countries
and DNA technology. Both of us
discussed the presentations and joint
session held in Washington D.C.

Dept. Commander Carder and
Sr. Vice Weber stopped for a few
moments.

Carolina Contreras reported of
how the VA is running smoothly with
2 part time workers and 4 full time
officers. The Backlog issues are still
being addressed and is improving.
Carolina mentioned that the Secretary
of the VA was to be in the regional
office on the following Monday.

Those who were exposed the burn
pits are encouraged to sign up for the
Burn pit registry. The aftermath

effect is still in the early stages and
3,000 claims have already been
granted.

A project is underway to allow
dental for every veteran. Ray Toczek
reported that the Vet Nursing home,
is coming along well. He also
mentioned that those who live in
Chicago will get a veteran city sticker
for free.

The appeals Modernization Act
(AMA) is in full swing.

The pensin for the non-service
connected will now have a look back
period of 3 years or to the date of
application.

The budget for the coming year
was completed and sent to finance.

Our next was held Wednesday at
4:00 prior to the DEC.

* Kk k

AMERICAN LEGION ILLINOIS
PREMIER BOYS STATE
Christopher Benigno, Chairman

As you read this, we will have
completed our 84™ session of the
American Legion Illinois Premier
Boys State program. Think about that
for a minute. Sixteen short years after
the American Legion was formed
there was a program created by three
[llinois Legionnaires by the names
of Hayes Kennedy, Harold Card and
Matthew Murphy. These veterans
saw the need to create this program
to help combat the anti-American
sentiment and growing socialism-
inspired youth camps that were form-
ing within our own country. These
men, these veterans, did not hesitate
to take the lead to teach our youth
why the United States of America is
the best country in the world.

(Continued on page 45)
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Your American Legion Illinois
Premier Boys State Committee and
board has been making changes to
the way we promote, conduct and
forge forward with the program.
Over the last two years we have
created a new promotional brochure,
a new mobile friendly website, ease
of an online registration, created
new promotional banners and during
our 2019 session we accumulated
enough video to create a new promo-
tional video for 2020. We have set
clear expectations for all our volun-
teers and the numbers keep growing.
Unfortunately, our citizen numbers
do not. As I write this, we currently
have 367 boys registered. THIS IS
THE LOWEST NUMBER IN THE
HISTORY OF THE PROGRAM!
I know we can do better! We have
736 American Legion posts and 277
Sons of the American Legion

Squadrons in the state of Illinois. If
every post and squadron sent one boy,
we would have 1,013 boys every year.
Wow! Imagine giving over 1,000
boys every year this once in a lifetime
opportunity to learn our form of
government, learn respect for our flag
and learn the importance of commu-
nity involvement and leadership.
We have made great strides in bring-
ing the program back to the Premier
status it once had, but without citizens
there to experience it, this will not
matter one bit. Our alumni are many
and over 100 return every year to give
the next set of boys the same
experience that they once enjoyed
as citizens.

Again, we ask for your assistance.
Start talking about the program
TODAY, don’t wait. Our 85" session
will still be held at Eastern Illinois
University, June 13-19, 2020.

The online registration was put in
place to assist posts to find candidates

by allowing the boys to register,
print the first three pages and bring
it to their local post for sponsorship.
Although the online registration
process is in play there is also a
downloadable / printable registration
form on the same page if the post is
more comfortable with that method.
Your committee and board are aware
of the many responsibilities of our
community posts and therefore are
always looking to help streamline the
process.

We ask that you read this at your
next post, district and division meet-
ings. If we don’t talk about it, we
can’t fix it. After you present this to
your membership, if anyone has any
thoughts or ideas for the program,

please email those thoughts to
ideas@illinoisboysstate.org.
* %k
(Continued on page 46)
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BASEBALL COMMITTEE
Don Wallis, Chairman

There were 148 American Legion
baseball teams who registered for the
2018 season. That placed Illinois as
fifth in the Nation for registered
American  Legion Baseball teams.

We published a State Rule Book
that included a listing of all teams
and their contact information from
teams who registered in 2017.

The members of the committee
provided direction and answered
many questions for those managers

In our program. They also ran
their respective District / Division
tournaments.

The nineteen year olds remain
eligible to participate in the program.

This past summer was one of
very good baseball. We had two very
good sites for the Department State

Tournaments.

Alton (Post 126) hosted the Senior
Legion State Tournament. They
worked hard and did a great job in
all the areas they were asked to
provide. The banquet meal was served
in the school with Commander Mike
Carder present. A great program was
put together by the host committee.
We had several games rained out and
moved the games from the Alton
High School field to Southern Illinois
University — Edwardsville baseball
complex where there was an artificial
turf playing field. We experienced
some lightening delays. The announc-
er and official scorekeeper provided
for a very good experience. The staff
who made this happen did an out-
standing job. There was recognition
of veterans before some of the tour-
nament games.

Special thanks to Dennis Sharp
for putting together this tournament
and making it a success.

We Are Proud To Be Part of
The American Legion Family
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The teams who played in the State
Senior Tournament was Mount
Prospect Post 525 (1% Division),
Elgin Post 57 (2™ Division), Milan
Post 569 (3™ Division), Danville Post
210 (4™ Division), Newton Post 20
(5™ Division) and the host Alton Post
126 (5™ Division). Mount Prospect
and Danville were declared Co-State
Champions as the tournament did not
complete the last game and the if
necessary game due to the weather
issues. In the future rule changes have
been made to extend the tournament
dates until completion. Mount Pro-
spect and Danville both advanced to
the Great Lakes Regional (at Mercy
Field - Napoleon, OH) We sent two
teams due to our number of Senior
Legion teams being 81.

Special thanks to Harry Rakers
(4th Division Baseball Chairman) for
being at Alton to assist in managing
this tournament.

(Continued on page 47)

DOUBLETREE

BY HILTON™

BLOOMINGTON

Helping The American Legion Help America’s Veteran’s

POST #1198
1631 Western Ave.

CHICAGO HEIGHTS, IL
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End of Convention Reports

(Continued from page 46)

At the Great Lakes Regional our
representatives Mount Prospect went
0-2 and Danville was in the champi-
onship game and lost to Midland,
Michigan.

Wheaton (Post 76) (2™ Division)
hosted the Junior Legion State Tour-
nament at the Wheaton College
baseball field. The staff, the field prep
workers, the concession stand work-
ers and everyone involved did a great
job! Special thanks to Jerry Miller,
Rustin Lindsey and Del Miller
(District 11 Baseball Chairman) for
their work!

Teams who played were host
[Barrington  (Post  158),Wheaton
(Post 76) (2™ Division), Gillespie
(VEW Post 4547) (3rd Division)],
[Danville (Post 210), Charleston (Post
93), (4™ Division)], [Effingham (Post
126) and Highland (Post 439) and
Teutopolis (Post 924 from the (5"

Division)]. Games were very competi-
tive.

Barrington and Highland advanced
to the Championship game with High-
land winning the Junior Legion State
Championship.

Special thanks to Butch Ogle who
ran the Junior State Tournament.

I would like to thank all those who
worked to make this season a success
especially ~ Baseball Committee
members Paul Knudtson (Ist Div.),
Ray Powroznik (2nd Div.), Jim Shaw
(3rd Div.), Harry Rakers (4th Div.)
and all the District Baseball
Chairman.

Thanks for allowing me to serve

* %k k

COMMUNITY
SERVICE & PUBLICITY
COMMITTEE
Lomac A. Payton, I, Chairman

The Committee had (3) three
meetings this year.

1. October
2. April
3. June

The Entries received was less than
last year. But all was very good.
Only (1) one entry for the Post Hall
Of Fame Award this year.

The committee members are still
attending Post, District, and Division
meeting  promoting ~ Community
Service. We are hoping more post
will report their Community service
activities next year. [ want to thank
the committee members for their
dedication and hard work.

End of Reports

LOCAL 137
Springfictd, Je.

Helping The American Legion Help America’s Veteran’s
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1.OF lLLINwERICANLEG/ 2018-2019 FINAL STANDINGS OF THE CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PROGRAM

o | DONATED 10 OF

HELP Oﬁ:ﬁ’g\mTERANs AMERICAN LEGION CONTRIBUTIONS
ez TO yANKS WHO o
SUMMARY OF DONATIONS
LEGION $ 91,718.52
AUXILIARY $ 22,459.30
SAL DETACHMENT $ 10,258.27
LEGION RIDERS $ 2,053.78
INDIVIDUALS $ 11,931.93
MEMORIALS $ 757.00
GRAND TOTAL $ 139,178.80
GIFTS TO THE YANKS DIVISION TOTALS DISTRICT TOTALS
MEMORIALS
—_—— 2 $ 31,714.01 11 $ 17,881.07
v Tom Brandt, PDC 5 $ 23,220.46 22 $ 17,855.02
v June Czaja 4 $ 18,962.79 17 $ 10,221.39
1 $ 13,045.38 10 $ 9,100.00
v Cora Duval
3 $ 4,775.88 18 $ 5,426.00
v Stephen L. Johnson 23 $  4,744.60
v Prescilla Mathus TOP TEN POSTS 7 $ 3,520.00
665 10,466.47 3,300.00
v Jack Powell 5 > b
Vi LS " 264 $  5,000.00 13 $ 3,237.94
v Vincent Sanzotta
263 $  5.000.00 16 § 3,050.88
v Ron Umdenstock 19 $ 2,824.00
13 $  3,500.00
9 $ 2,070.72
1084 $  3,482.07
2 $ 1,667.00
673 $  3,258.00 2 S 1.666.66
134 $  3,020.00 12 S 1.495.00
902 $ 2,137.94 20 $ 1,125.00
446 $  2,065.00 4 $  500.00
1941 $  2,000.00 21 § 49140
14 $  400.00
1231 $ 2,000.00
25 $  320.84
171 $  2,000.00 1 $  300.00
527 $  2.000.00 24 § 300.00
15 $  200.00
23 $ 2,000.00 3 S 21.00
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GIFTS TO THE YANKS WHO GAVE COMMITTEE
AMERICAN LEGION CONTRIBUTIONS, CON’T

POSTS ‘1):]/115111{151’000 or AUXILIARY DISTRICT TOTALS
s s 00000 CONTRIBUTIONS 2|5 4B
’ 23 $ 3,0648.25
264 $ 5,000.00 3 $ 2.130.00
263 $ 5,000.00 17 $ 1,391.00
13 $ 3,500.00 AUX. DIVISION TOTALS 12 $ 1.272.08
1084 | § 3,482.07 5 $ 9,221.50 16 $ 1,226.00
673 $ 3,258.00 1 $ 4,793.72 11 $ 1,160.00
134 $ 3,020.00 o) $ 3,107.08 9 $ 1,100.72
902 $ 2,137.94 4 $ 2,836.00 7 $  983.00
446 | $ 2,065.00 3 $ 2,501.00 19 $  920.00
1941 |$ 2,000.00 15 $  660.00
1231 $ 2,000.00 25 $ 525.00
171 $ 2,000.00 24 $ 495.00
527 |'$ 2,000.00 TOP FIVE UNITS 18 $  405.00
23 $ 2,000.00 199 $ 3,102.88 10 $ 395.00
708 $ 1,827.00 141 $ 2,043.25 14 $ 385.00
979 $ 1,670.00 697 $ 2,000.00 13 $ 280.00
463 $ 1,100.00 888 $ 1,070.72 20 $ 230.00
888 $ 1,070.72 550 $ 594.37 3 $ 210.00
1052 $ 1,052.00 5 $ 210.00
78 $ 1,469.68 4 $ 155.00
111 $ 1,000.00 21 $ 120.00
964 $ 1,000.00 1 $ 5.00
192 $ 1,000.00 2 $ -
71 $ 1,000.00
282 $ 1,000.00
1994 $ 1,000.00
SONS OF THE AMERICAN
LEGION RIDER LEGION CONTRIBUTIONS
CONTRIBUTIONS
SAL DETACHMENT OF ILLINOIS $ 825355
LEGION RIDERS $ 2053.78 Squadrons $ 2,004.72
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Helping The American Legion Help
America’s Veteran’s

LOGAN

LEGION
POST #263

1740 5th Street

LINCOLN, IL

We Are Proud To Be Part of We Proudly Stand Behind
The American Legion Family The American Legion

@CLEMENS

INSURANCE

309.662.2100 BLOOMINGTON, IL

ROCK FALLS
AMERICAN LEGION
POST #902 SPRINGFIELD, IL

WWW.WATTSCOPY.COM

712 4th Ave. We Proudly Stand Behind

The American Legion

Rock Falls, IL
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THE AMERICAN LEGION 1015 CONVENTION
HOSPITALITY LOCATIONS 2019

Rendezvous Room 1%t Division & Legion Riders
(Commander Joe Lampert)
(Mezzanine Level Wyndham) Note: Room has bar and refrigerator.

Will get ice from machine in Plaza 3 Room.

PLAZA1 & 2 2" Division & 12" District

(Mezzanine Level Wyndham) (Division Commander Chris Benigno; 12t District Commander
Raymond F. Gerkitz)
Note: This room will get ice from ice machine in Plaza 3.
If available, a Refrigerator will be placed in this room by

Wyndham.
VISTAS 1-3 3" Division
(29"‘ Floor Wyndham) (3 Division Commander John L. Davis IlI)
VISTAS 4 - 5 4th DiViSion (Commander Limey Nargelenas)
(29"‘ Floor Wyndham) Note: Ice Machine and refrigerator located in

attached kitchen
Embassy R00m 5"' DiViSion (Commander Wayne Madson)
(Lower Level Wyndham) Note: Refrigerator is located in Ambassador Room kitchen.
Plaza 3 1 1th DiStriCt (Commander John Reece Jr.)
(Mezzanine Level Wyndham)
VISTA 6 19"' District (Commander Cheryl Walker)

(29t Floor Wyndham)

e o o i R mm o S LR E

Per authority of Department Commander Micheal Carder

Mike Walton, Convention Director
Updated November 5, 2018

Please Note: Wyndham Springfield City Centre will supply refrigerators if available.
If they have to “rent” them, the Person/Division/District will be responsible for the rental fee.
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[linois Hotel housing will be at the Omni Severin Indianapolis

Website: www.omnihotels.com/hotels/indianapolis-severin

National Convention Information can be found on the Legion Website at
www.legion.org/convention/resources

The National housing form can be found online at www.illegion.org/event/national-convention
Or contact Department Headquarters to have a form mailed.

Download the National Convention Mobile App with the most up-to-date
schedule, floor agenda and more: www.legion.org/mobileapps

NATIONAL CONVENTION TOUR OPPORTUNITIES

INDIANAPOLIS CITY TOUR—Indy 101 * EDINBURGH PREMIUM OUTLET MALL
% INDIANAPOLIS MOTOR SPEEDWAY * CAMP ATTERBURY TOUR
* INDIANAPOLIS MONUMENTS & * AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
MEMORIALS TOUR NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS TOUR

X ROLLS-ROYCE (Allison) AIRCRAFT ENGINE
MUSEUM

TOUR REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT:
¢ Check out what’s being offered when via www.legion.org/convention/resources
Registration for tours will be available in a variety of ways:
= Online (www.legion.org/convention/resources) click on TOUR OPPORTUNITIES
= On-site at the Indianapolis Convention Center during the 101st National Convention.
Register early to ensure your spot as some tours have capacity limits and/or earlier registration deadlines
Payment for each tour will be the responsibility of the individual who books the tour and not of The American Legion.
Per participant pricing varies on the tour selected and/or any customization included.

* & o o

Once a tour is purchased, all payments are non-refundable, except in the case of a tour registrant not being able to attend
the Convention or participate in a registered tour due to sickness or death.
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The American Legion’s 101st National Convention

AMERICAN LEGION FAMILY
NIGHT AT VICTORY FHELD

DudlmctopurdxmdlscomteduckctslsAug\mNormlsoldouL
To purchase 9-24 tickets contact Box Office at 317.269.3545

Groups of 25 or more please contact Ryan Barrett at 317.532.6792
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CONVENTION
PARADE

When: Sunday,
August 25, 2019

Route: Pennsylvania &
North Streets

POST PARADE PARTY
Hosted by the Department of Indiana
Sunday, August 25th
2PM - 8PM
The American Legion Mall (southwest corner)

Come and relax before and after The American Legion Parade

* * * H *
Time: 4:00 P.M Beer Garden Food Soft drinks Band
DOWNTOWN INDIANAPOLIS
THE AMERICAN LEGION | AUGUST 23-29, 2019
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Come Enjoy the
Food & Fun

6:00 PM -10:00 PM

x
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American Legion Family Night
Fever vs. Las Vegas Aces

Tuesday, August 27", 2019 | Tipoff 7-:00pm | Doors Open 6:00pm*

" ]
‘-Il'rr

=

The Indiana Fever would like to invite you, your
family and friends to American Legion Family
Might on Twesday, August 27 at Bankers Life

Freldhouse. W
The American Legion will be acknowledged, as IA

it celebrates its 100 years, at halftime for its
impactful work for our state and for our
country. Also represented will be American

Legion Auxiliary, the %ons of The American v
Legion, and American Legion Riders. You won’t d
want to miss it!

ORDER DEADLINE:
August 5, 2019

Seat Location YOUR PRICE*
Courtside | Courtside
+ Food Voucher $45.10/ $53.90
Lower Level Center [
Lower Level Center + $27.50 [ $36.30
Food Voucher

To order tickets, visit

2l inacers. I

Questions?
Contact Courtney

Back of Lower Level [
Back of Lower Level $22.00/ $30.80
+ Food Voucher

"Feoad Woucher includes: hot dog, chips, small Pepsi product,
Fever gift, and a postgame free throw®

pHRERIC,

ALL FOR LOVE FEVERGROUPS.COM
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We Are Proud To Be Part of
The American Legion Family

STEGER

AMERICAN LEGION
POST #521

34 W. 34TH STREET STEGER, IL

The World’s Finest Rotary and Reciprocating Air Compressors

Quincy

COMPRES SIOR

www.quincycompressor.com

Helping The American Legion
Help America's Veteran's
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yrroud to Serve
“Thé'American Legion

AN AMERICAN
LEGION

3

4000 1234 5L7& HO0L0
W 00700
VISA

USAA CARD MEMBER SELES

We've joined forces with The
American Legion to help support

| SERVED FOR ééﬁ g 1691 AQ 22/ their mission and programs.
When you join USAA, you
\l\ become part of an extended,
YI(:u could save by bundling % E 111ilitaé'y(—1based;allli13/ tha.t gan be
ome and auto Insurance USAA" passe ' own from generation to

generation.

Discover what a FREE USAA membership can do for you
www.usaa.com/legion or call 877-699-2654 to learn more.

[ WE ARE PROUD To BE PART OF
THE AMERICAN LEGION FAMILY LEIGHTON EVATT

AMERICAN LEGION
POST #365

M N ER E COLLINSVILLE, IL
Q :RIEn(gI,:\AGOVL:JS 'B\‘R?ann TO LIFE We Are Proud To Be Part of

608 IAA DR. BLOOMINGTON, IL 61701 The American Legion Family

1.800.408.8337

WWW.MINERVAPROMOTIONS.COM

TEAMSTERS LOCAL KOPPERS
UNION #301

WAUKEGAN, IL GALESBURG, IL 61401
309-343-5157
Helping The American Legion
Help America’s Veteran’s We Proudly Stand Behind
The American Legion
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Friends of

LIMESTONE g““""',

STATE REPRESENTATIVE FRCTSITER T V. 7
Jerry F. Costello, I1 | pOST #979 ™
116th District Bartonville, IL

Helping The American Legion

Help America’s Veteran’s We Proudly Stand Behind

The American Legion

RON FURMAN?’s YEAGLE ELECTRIC, Inc.
el o Coommepent 1€ Farmer City, IL

Springfield, IL 217-487-7639

P Behind The American Legi
Helping The American Legion Help America’s Veteran’s We Proudly Stand Behind The American Legion

CHICAGO FIREMAN'’S SONS OF THE AMERICAN
POST #667 LEGION SQUADRON #52
Chicago, IL Romoeville, IL
We Are Proud To Be Part of The American Legion Family We Are Proud To Be Part of The American Legion Family

ON - CH
SROCT Wipy,,

% PROSPECT BANK EFFINGHAM AMERICAN LEGION

] p) * Paris, IL POST #120
3 & Effingham, IL
e & We Are Proud To Be Part of

=t The American Legion Family We Are Proud To Be Part of The American Legion Family

\3 Asy

K4
Nsas PARIS

JOHN K FOSTER, AGENT
GROBENGIESER-FISCHER STRTE FARM
AMERICAN LEGION POST #512 618.524.4413 METROPOLIS, IL
Altamont, IL JOHN@JOHNKFOSTER.COM

We Are Proud To Be Part of The American Legion Family Helping The American Legion Help America’s Veteran’s

Davidson Fulton Dl ’nit "
RAMSEY GRAIN, INC | Woodland Chapel bIL)
Rochester, IL Peoria, IL LIFE WELL CELEBRATED'
We Are Proud To Be Part of The American Legion Family Helping The American Legion Help America’s Veteran’s

STANLEY McCOLLUM Ghank QYouw to T Who placed
AMERICAN LEGION POST #280 o Pl i tho 2049 G

Benton, IL
%lom/ Convention DBock!

We Proudly Stand Behind The American Legion
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Sons of The American Legion 56h Annual Detachment Convention

55t ANNUAL DETACHMENT CONVENTION
12 - 14 JULY 2019
WYNDAM SPRINGFIELD HOTEL
SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS

AGENDA
FRIDAY, 12 JULY 2019

REGIST RATION ..ottt e e et e et e e s sa et eaenenensnrens 1:30 P.M. - 5:00 P.M.

Back of Convention Hall
Harl Ray, Detachment Assistant Adjutant/Convention Registrar

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION JUDGING ..........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiniccccctirii e, 5:00 P.M.

Convention Hall
Harl Ray, Detachment Children & Youth Chairman

COVENTION COMMITTEE MEETINGS (if N€CeSSary) ......cuueuuieniinienienieiiniiierneenennennennnns 5:00 P.M.

Convention Hall

DETACHMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING ...........cccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnns 6:00 P.M.

Convention Hall
Eugene Gort, Detachment Commander
Jeffrey Van Horn, Detachment Adjutant

FREED OIM FEST . ..ottt ettt ettt ettt e ea s et e e ensnesaetncnenens 6:00 P.M. —10:00 P.M.
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Sons of The American Legion 56th Annual Detachment Convention

SATURDAY, 13 JULY 2019

REGIS T R AT IO . ...ttt ettt e e et ea e e e s raeeaeasasnsnsnanaenen 8 A.M.—2:00 P.M.

Back of Convention Hall
Harl Ray, Detachment Assistant Adjutant/Convention Registrar

JOINT MEMORIALSERVICE ........ooniiiiieiee e Promptly begin as 8:00 A.M.
Bank of Springfield Convention Center, Main Hall

John Nemanich, Detachment Chaplain

56th ANNUAL CONVENTION SESSION 1 - CALL TO ORDER............... 30 Minutes AFTER Memorial Service
Convention Hall

Eugene Gort, Detachment Commander

Jeffrey Van Horn, Detachment Adjutant

SALUTE TO THE COLORS ...ttt ettt eteee s e e e ettt ee s s e e e e e taa b s e e e e e e aaabaaaeseeesaaennsaneeeeaesannsanannss Color Guard
INVOCATION L.ttt ettt ettt e e e e s siiaa e e e e e s s s ababeae e e e s e s s asnsaaeeaeas John Nemanich, Detachment Chaplain
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE........ccttttiteeereeeeeeeieeeeeeeeseesseeseereseersreserseresenne. Phil Stander, Detachment Sr. Vice Commander
POW/MIA CEREMONY ................. Eugene Gort, Detachment Commander / Jeff Haddick, Detachment Sgt-At-Arms
PREAIMBLE ... ittt ettt e e et e e e et et s e aae e e s aba s eaesaansesssnaneerenas James Peters, 4th Division Commander
CALL TO ANNUAL CONVENTION .....cutiiiieciiiieecieee et eeeteee e e evtee e s vaeeeeeanes Jeffrey Van Horn, Detachment Adjutant
(@ ] X Jeffrey Van Horn, Detachment Adjutant

COMMITTEE REPORTS

RULES & CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS ...uutuvuueiururernrerurernrssssnnerssesesssssssesssssssssesssssssssssssnnes J.R. Stillwell, Chairman
FINANCE REPORT ..uvvttuvvttiieerureeereeereeesssssesesesssssesssssssssssssssssssssssesessssssses Robert L. Tharp, Detachment Finance Officer
CREDENTIALS. .ot Harl Ray, Chairman
AMERICANISIM <. ittt e e e e e e ettt e e e e e eeesababaeseeesseasaaaanseesssesssannssseeesesssssnnns Jim Borgman, Chairman
CHILDREN & YOUTH ..ottt Harl Ray, Chairman
LEGISLATIVE .....oeovvenvevenner. B S S N i L 0 i . O ... TBA, Chairman
NATIONAL SECURITY .oettttttuertieteeeeeeereeeseseessssssesssesesesssesesssesssssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssesrsrsssrsrerr Bill Geary, Chairman
VAR ..ottt ettt ettt et et et e et e e e e et artreererrearaaatraaaes Bruno T. Williamson, Chairman
RESOULTIONS. .. tttttettttetteteteteseresesesssesesessssssasessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssssssssssssssssssessssnrnnnnns Kevin O’Connell, Chairman

HISTORY BOOKS ... ..ttt cttee sttt e ettt e e s etee e e s eata e e s sataee e esataeeeentaeeeennreeas Phil Shipley, Detachment Historian
SCHOLARSHIPS ..ottt e e e e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeessseseeeseeeeees Harl Ray, Children & Youth Chairman
PRESENTATION OF CHAPLAINS CROSSES .....uuu e John Nemanich, Detachment Chaplain
SQUADRON MEMBERSHIP REPORT and AWARDS .........coovvvvvvvvvennnee Phil Stander, Detachment Sr. Vice Commander

Clyde Stillwell Trophy
Antony Badamo Trophy
James T. Cummings, Jr. Trophy
Roy Mitchell Trophy
# 1 Pin Awards
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Sons of The American Legion 56th Annual Detachment Convention

SUNDAY, 14 JULY 2019

PAST DETACHMENT COMMANDER’S BREAKFAST ........oiiiitieeeeeeeeeeeeeee e, 7:00 A.M.
Grille Breakfast Room—Wyndham, Springfield
Paul Hayse, Immediate Past Detachment Commander

56:tn ANNUAL CONVENTION SESSION 2—CALLTO ORDER...........ccovnivrieiieieeennnee, 9:00 AM
Convention Hall

Eugene Gort, Detachment Commander

Jeffrey Van Horn, Detachment Adjutant

LEGION FAMILY GREETINGS

MICHEAL CARDER.....ccitiiiiiiitiiieieieieieieteieteeeteeeeeeeeeeeteeeeeereeeeeeeeeseresraeeereeesesesaeee Department Commander —2018-2019
ROY WEBER ..ottt eeeeeeeseee e eeeeeeeeeseeseesesenenees Department Sr. Vice Commander—2018-2019
WAYNE FISCHER ...ttt ee e e s Newly elected, Sr. Vice Commander—2019-2020
DEB LEWIS ..ottt ettt ette e et e e e e eatee e e e atae e e eata e e s enabaeaeennees Department Auxiliary President—2018-2019
SUE CUNNIFF COUGHLIN. .. . se e s e e e e e e e e e e e Department 1st Vice President—2018-2019
PATTI WILLIAMSON .....ooiiiiiiiieeieee ettt e Newly elected, Department 1st Vice President—2019-2020
DETACHMENT COMMANDER’S REPORT .......uuvuiviiiiiieiererereeeeeeerererenereeesennnes Eugene Gort, Detachment Commander

UNFINISHED BUSINESS & NEW BUSINESS
ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Detachment Sr. Vice Commander
Detachment Commander
NATIONAL CONVENTION DELEGATE NOMINATION COMMITTEE REPORT Thomas E. Cisna, Chairman
ELECTION OF NATIONAL CONVENTION DELEGATES

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS

Installing Officer, Michael Lawler (WI), Past National SAL Commander
Installing Chaplain, Harl Ray, Past National SAL Chaplain

Installing Sgt-At-Arms, Denver Phelps, Past National Legion Sgt-At-Arms

DETACHMENT COMMANDER’S PIN PRESENTATION .......cccceeeenneee. Eugene Gort, Retiring Detachment Commander
PAST DETACHMENT COMMANDER’S PIN PRESENTATION ....cccovvvveveenene. Paul Hayse, Past Detachment Commander
PAST DETACHMENT COMMANDER’S PLAQUE PRESENTATION................ JR Stillwell, Past Detachment Commander
DEPARTMENT ADVISOR’S REPORT ....cvttiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeens William Flanagan, Detachment Advisor
FOR THE GOOD OF THE SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION
BENEDICTION ..cooiiiiiiiiiiiieeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt ettt ettt e e e e ee e e e e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeens John Nemanich, Detachment Chaplain
RETIRE / SALUTE TO THE COLORS ......uvieteeteeteeciee ettt ete vt esteesteestaesveebeebeebeestaesssesssessseenseesseessessssesaseens Color Guard
ADJOURNMENT “SINE DIE.......cooiiiiiiiiiiiii Eugene Gort, Detachment Commander
(Continued on page 64)
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Sons of The American Legion 56th Annual Detachment Convention

THE ORDER OF BUSINESS OF THIS CONVENTION IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE AS NECESSARY
The actions of the 56th Annual Convention of the Detachment of Illinois are
subject to approval of the Department of Illinois “Sons of The American Legion
Liaison ( Advisory ) Committee” and by them to the Department Executive Committee.
NATIONAL CONVENTION DELEGATION MEETING
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE ADJOURNMENT OF THE DETACHMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING.

All Elected Delegates of the 56th Annual National Sons of The American Legion Convention

This meeting is for the purpose to discuss items pertaining to the upcoming
National Convention in Indianapolis, IN

DETACHMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE ADJOURNMENT OF THE DETACHMENT CONVENTION.
The newly elected Detachment Commander, Detachment Senior Vice-Commander,
Division Commanders, Division Vice-Commanders, District Commanders, District Vice-Commanders,

National Executive Committeeman, Alternative National Executive Committeeman
and all Past Detachment Commanders

This meeting is for the purpose of necessary appointments, announcements
and any other business that may be necessary to come before it.

###
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American Legion

Family Receptlon

July 13th approximately 3:00 p.m.

Meeting Rooms B11—B C D
Lower Level of BOS Center in Springfield

Meet with youwr newly elected 2019 — 2020 (merican Legion,
(&wa&aml & Sons ag The Umerican égegéan Leaders dwtmg a
iegi,an ganfu&/, receptiom itgﬁmt regveaiwnenta shall be served.
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We Are Proud To be Part of
The American Legion Family
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