
 

In Flanders Fields 

In Flanders Fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses row on row. 

That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved, and were loved, and now we lie 

In Flanders fields. 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields. 
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Honor the Fallen.  

Support the Living. 
  After World War I, the poppy flourished in   
Europe. Scientists attributed the growth to soils 
in France and Belgium becoming enriched with 
lime from the rubble left by the war. From the dirt 
and mud grew a beautiful red poppy. The red   
poppy came to symbolize the blood shed during 
battle following the publication of the wartime 
poem “In Flanders Fields.” The poem was written 
by Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, M.D. while 

serving on the front lines. 

On September 27, 1920, the poppy became the 
official flower of The American Legion family     
to memorialize the soldiers who fought and died 
during the war. In 1924, the distribution of     
poppies became a national program of The     

American Legion.   

Led by the American Legion Auxiliary, each    
year members of The American Legion Family 
distribute poppies with a request that the person 
receiving the flower make a donation  to support 
the future of veterans, active-duty military     
personnel and their families with  medical and 

financial needs. 

Poppy Day is celebrated in countries around the 
world. The American Legion brought National 
Poppy Day to the United States by asking      
Congress to designate the Friday before Memorial 

Day, as National Poppy Day. 

On May 25, wear a red poppy to honor the fallen 
and support the living who have worn our      

nation's uniform.  

How to Participate:  

 Wear a red poppy 
all day and tell everyone why. 

 Distribute poppies to friends, co-workers 
and family and tell everyone why. 

 Collect donations at your workplace to give 
to Poppy Program.  (to order a Poppy can go 
to: http://emblem.legion.org) 

 Tell the story on Facebook of who you are 
wearing your poppy to remember or support 
on National Poppy Day. Don’t forget to 
tag us! #PoppyDay #AmericanLegion 

 Accept a poppy and make a donation if you 
see a member of The American Legion    
Family in your neighborhood distributing 
poppies. 



MAY   2018   American Legion Department of IL  - Department News  Page  2  

 

Forces Day from May 15 to 19, 2018. 
May 25th is National Poppy Day, re-
member to wear a poppy. If you don’t 
have one, you can buy them at De-
partment.  

On May 28 is Memorial Day. I hope 
everyone has a big Memorial Day   
Celebration planned to Honor the  
Veterans who gave the ultimate sacri-
fice for all America. I will be traveling 
the state for different meetings and 
hope that I can talk to  Division,       
District and Post Officers about mem-
bership. 

In June–please don’t forget about 
Boys and Girls State. We still have time 
to get them registered. Youth Police 
school has limited space so get your  
registrations in. Also in June is Special 
Olympics, please consider helping set-
up, serve in and take down in the hos-
pitality tent.    

I want to thank you for all the work 
that you have done so far for The 
American Legion.  Thank you for the 
work you are going to do to get this 
STATE 100% in Membership. 

WE CAN REACH 100 % 

THANK YOU - THANK YOU - THANK YOU  

hours out knocking doors the other 
night and signed up 8 members. That 
shows that it is easy, get off your duff 
and get some exercise getting member-
ship. If you need bandages just get hold 
of the Sr. Vice Michael, he has got plen-
ty.  

When you look at the membership of 
the Posts, Districts and Divisions.  What 
ever is needed  to reach 100% just divide 
it by the number of weeks from now to 
June 22, 2018, that will give you what 
you need each week to reach 100% by 
June 22, 2018 CUT OFF DATE. 

On a lighter note we had a revitalization 
in the 3rd District which went pretty well 
even though they have a lot more work 
to do. The DEC is over and we gave out 
the Gold Pins for the 95% cut off, to the 
Top Districts in each Division.  

The Junior Auxiliary had their spring 
Conference, which went well.  

I have been all over the state to different 
meetings and have had a very good re-
ception everywhere I went. 

 There are a lot of things going on in 
May. There is the National Spring Com-
mittee and Commission Meetings May 5 
thru 10, 2018. Then there is the Armed 

MEMBERSHIP 

MEMBERSHIP—MEMBERSHIP 

T his is what we need.  

Membership is the BACKBONE of the 
AMERICAN   LEGION. We need to get 
those MEMBERS so that we don’t have 
to close Posts.  We also need MEMBERS 
to keep our VA BENEFITS.  There are 
veterans out there waiting to become 
members, all you have to do is get out 
there and sign up those veterans into 
the American Legion. They are out there 
waiting for you to get them, they are 
waiting to be asked to join.  

Every Post in the State is very close to 
100%, I know we can get there with a 
little hard work from our Division     
Officers, District Officers and Member-
ship Committees.  If you don’t have a 
list to go by I will furnish you one       
because there are a lot of 2910        
members  out there all over the State.   
It does not have to be hard, I spent 3 

L egionnaires, at this writing.  We 
have Two Months to get the job done.  
Our marathon is coming to the finish 
and we all need to kick it up a notch. 

 I congratulate all of those districts 
who are above 90% in membership, 
however, we have some districts who 
are sill below 90% and I wonder, why? 

 I ask this question of those districts 
and of the other districts as well.  Are 

you getting Bloody Knuckles, doing    
district revitalizations, post revitaliza-
tions, using emails if a post member has 
email address, have you called Chad 
Woodburn for member listings?  Well, 
have you? 

 Folks, 100% membership is not 
specifically for me.  It is for our fellow 
veterans who enjoy the benefits the 
American Legion has secured for them.  
Because if we present a strong       
membership which is growing, those 
who wish to diminish the VA 
Healthcare System, weaken our nation-
al defenses, lessen veterans benefits, 
and attack our personal freedoms    

supported by the U.S. Constitution 
will find a force they do not want to 
face.  Also, what will happen to the 
Legacy Fund, Emergency Relief Fund, 
scholarships for our youth? 

 OK, TEAM ILLINOIS let’s do it, 
let’s get off our duffs and finish strong.   

Keep knocking—I have plenty of    
Band-Aids.  

Lets work hard to accomplish our goal 
and then in July we party! 

From The Desk of Department Commander Bob Henderson 

From The Desk of Department Sr. Vice Commander Micheal Carder 
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W ow, what an action-packed time 
of year this is!  We all need to make every 
effort to get outstanding cards renewed, 
and you are asked to make every effort to 
do just that.  If you already have, that’s a 
different story. In that case, we ask you to 
do that once more!  Aside from member-
ship, there is so much going on in our 
American Legion lives during May, and if 
you’re not participating, you are truly miss-
ing out of some of the most basic obser-
vances we as patriotic citizens embrace.  
The month of May starts with “Loyalty Day” 
on May 1st, which has been proclaimed as a 
National Holiday by Congress since the late 

1950’s.  Not familiar with that day?  I urge 
everyone to look it up and get your Ameri-
canism juices moving!  The 67th Annual 
National Day of Prayer will be observed on 
May 3rd.  This doesn’t cost a penny to ob-
serve, but will pay huge dividends!  I look 
forward to attending the 2018 Spring Na-
tional Executive Committee in Indianapolis, 
IN on May 6th and 7th, and look forward to 
bringing back news from the National level.  
On May 13th, I urge everyone to 
acknowledge V-E Day.  This is a day of ob-
servance of our Victory in Europe day.  Find 
a WWII vet and thank him or her no matter 
where they may have served. But most 
importantly, we all need to take this day to 
pay a special thanks to our mothers on 
Mother’s Day.  After that, we celebrate 
Armed Forces Day. The Second Division will 
host the annual event in Yorkville on May 
19th.  I know most of you will be volunteer-

From The Desk of Department Auxiliary President Marsha Haag 

Our reporting is complete and totals will 
be tabulated.  It’s amazing to see all the 
hard work, hours, donations, etc. our mem-
bers have done throughout the year.  I am 
hoping Units share some of the “Out of the 
Box” things they’ve been doing so we can 
share ideas. 

Patriotic Conference was AWESOME.  We 
had remarkable speakers.  I was over-
whelmed with the kindness shown with the 
Buddy Basket donations.  106 baskets were 
put together to share for homeless veterans 
going into their own homes.  We also col-
lected a trunk load of items for 1Pet1 Vet 
which I dropped off the other afternoon. 

Do you have your high school girls inter-
ested in ALAIGS?  You can assist your Units 
with securing a spot for them to attend.  
There is an exciting week planned and we 
don’t want anyone to miss out.  If you have 
more girls than funds or more funds than 
girls, be sure to let the office know and we 
can help you. 

Let’s all work together to make this Poppy 
Day, May 25th, a huge success.  All funds go 
to help our Veterans.  Thank you in advance 
for your help. 

Special Olympics can always use            
volunteers.  I’ve heard from our C & Y   
Chairman Michelle that we may be in a 

different location, but we will know in 
plenty of time. 

As this year comes to a close while we 
are “Striving For Gold For Our Veterans”, 
we are nearing the Finish Line for all our 
ALA Olympics.  Department Convention 
we’ll hear the good works we’ve accom-
plished as the “Team American Legion 
Family”.  After all, there is no “I” in team 
while we volunteer for our organization.  
Join our Legion Family to see the contest 
winners, mingle, rekindle friendships, meet 
new friends.  Perhaps you can mentor a 
new member. 

I’ve had the pleasure to meet many of 
you as I traveled around the state serving 
as President.  Thank you for the invitations, 
courtesies, donations for my special      
projects, gifts, random acts of kindness and 
new friendships.  There are a few more 
places to go.  Truman Days in early May 
honors the birthday of the 33rd President, 
Harry Truman.  I’ll be at Armed Forces   
Dinner, activities while National Command-
er Rohan is visiting, Unit and District visits, 
Memorial Day events, Special Olympics, 
visits to Premier Boys State & Youth Police 
School, ALAIGS, and National President 
Diane’s Homecoming.  See you at Conven-
tion!!! 

G reetings from the American Legion 
Auxiliary !!! 

The 64th Annual Department Junior   
Conference has happened.  I am very proud 
to tell you, the new Honorary Junior      
President Gabby Spangler and Honorary 
Junior Vice Presidents are from my Unit       
#122. 

Representatives from 1Pet1 Vet gave a 
demonstration and the Juniors had a     
parade of gifts for them.  We received gift 
cards, monetary gifts and oodles of treats, 
toys, food and everything under the sun a 
pet owner uses.  They will be joining us 
again at ALAIGS and Department Conven-
tion. 

I attended the Vietnam Veterans Ceremo-
ny at U of I, Springfield with Commander 
Henderson and historian Paul.  Our Gover-
nor, Bruce Rauner, was the keynote speak-
er with remarks from DVA Director Erica 
Jeffries.  All Veterans received a commemo-
rative lapel pin. 

ing to help with Poppy Day, which is a huge 
fund-raising event that supports our Na-
tion’s Heroes.  Finally, the day that we 
know and need no reminder of, Memorial 
Day.  Every person in America knows this 
day because for most, it represents a paid 
day off work.  As members of the Sons, 
that is a plus, but the true meaning of the 
day goes to the heart of why we are mem-
bers of the SAL, and why we are so proud 
to celebrate and display our patriotic pride 
to be counted as an American citizen.  
Many dedicated Sons are a part of a Color 
Guard, many more place flags on veteran’s 
graves, and we all thank our Lord for the 
sacrifices our Nations’ heroes have made 
and blessed the life we live because of 
those sacrifices.  I am confident that all 
reading this will join in that most honored 
remembrance celebration and may God’s 
blessing be with all those that do. 

From The Desk of Detachment Commander Paul A. Hayse 
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Did You Know? 

Office: 312-980-4266      Email:  Raymond.Toczek@va.gov 

That many veterans don’t bother to file claims for service-connected compensation because their condition is 
minor and would probably result in only a 10% rating.  They feel the paperwork is too complicated.  Examples 

would be diabetes under control with diet, tinnitus, minor arthritis in a broken finger or hypertension under control with meds.  
When I run across these vets I tell tem that the paperwork is easy and our trained Service Officers will help with that and yes, 
they may only get 10% (currently at $136 a month) but that rating opens up a cornucopia of other benefits.  

 Ten come to mind and they are: 

1. Ten points civil service preference on government jobs. 

2. Waiver of VA home loan funding fees (that could be a savings of thousands of dollars on the closing). 

3. Free hearing aids and eyeglasses. 

4. Possible retraining under the Vocational Rehabilitation program. 

5. Free bus rides (at least in Chicago). 

6. Discounts at our National Parks. 

7. Free hunting and fishing licenses in Illinois. 

8. No copayments for Veterans Health Administration outpatient visits. 

9. Travel pay for that particular service-connected condition when using a Veterans Administration hospital. 

10. Eligible for $10,000 in Veterans Administration life insurance. 

 

In addition, to the above I stress that their condition over the years may get worse and they can always apply for an upgrade.  
Many World War II, Korean and Vietnam veterans started with a minor 10% knee injury and over the years it got worse.  Some 
have to undergo total knee replacements.  This can increase their rating well beyond 50% in most cases. 

Finally if they are still hesitant to file I pull my ace out of my sleeve and tell them getting this rating can protect their spouses 
and make it easier for them to receive survivor’s benefits.  That minor hypertension could result in a massive fatal heart attack 
or that diabetes could result in a deadly cardiovascular condition. 

Once they realize all of the potential benefits we usually get them to file.  Are you one of those who hasn’t yet filed?                  
If so contact our office and one of our Service Officers will help get the ball rolling. 

You make a living by what you get, but you make a life by what you give. 

Winston Churchill 

 Boys State--June 9th-15th, 2018 

 Illini Girls State--June 17th-23rd, 2018 

 Youth Police---June 24th-29th, 2018 
             (*new location—Camp Lincoln-Springfield) 
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From The Desk of American Legion Illinois Premier Boys State 

Chairman, Christopher Benigno  

The American Legion Illinois Premier Boys State would like to invite you to  visit our new 

website!  Our new exciting site incorporates all of the information that you are accustomed 

to, in a whole new format that is in line with the way media is preferred to be viewed today.  

This new layout is easier to use on mobile devices so that viewers may search content      
wherever they are.     

ILLINOISBOYSSTATE.ORG 

 
Please share this site with everyone you meet to assist us in showcasing our program.  It is 

up to all of us to preserve our way of life, we owe it to those who have paid the ultimate      

sacrifice.  Americanism is who we are, WE ARE THE AMERICAN LEGION. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Our 2018 Boys State citizens will be directed to go www.IllinoisBoysState.org then click on “2018 

Participants” located on the home page. There the boys will find detailed information on where and 

when to report, what to bring, and other related information for the 2018 session.  Some information 

shown is from the 2017 session. The final information for this session will be available on or around 

June 1st once the details of our 2018 program is finalized. 

Keep recruiting your juniors to attend there is still time! 
Although there is NO SET DEADLINE we do encourage applications to arrive             

before Memorial Day so the boys may receive their acceptance letter and                         

have time to complete the Samsung Scholarship, if applicable.  

And just so you know…Boys State will accept last minute/walk-in registrations.  
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Public Relations /       

Information Sharing 

Recognition Award 

Public Relations and Infor-
mation Sharing are primarily 
about the Image of The Ameri-
can Legion.  At every level, it is 
our job to inform, enlighten, 

persuade and convince our members, the media, local 
and national elected officials, community members and 
U.S. citizens about who we are and what we do. 

Every year, posts provide assistance to veterans and 
their families, conduct fundraisers, sponsor sports 
teams, assist in community programs in time of need to 
name a few, which should be shared with the local Me-
dia to tell our story.  If they are not shared, The Ameri-
can Legion has NO image in your area. 

The Public Relations/Information Sharing Committee 
feels that by creating an annual Award to be given at 
the Department Convention will definitely increase the 
participation in telling our great story.  The award will 
be given to recognize the winning submission of Post’s 
achievements based on their membership levels and a 
local Media Source supporting The American Legion 
image in any area that they serve. 

There are four awards that will be given to one Post in 
each level; 15-100 members, 101-200 members, 201-
400 members and 401 plus members.  The following 
criteria will be used to judge all entries and need to be 
sent to The Public Relations Committee at Department 
Headquarters no later than June 1st. 

DETAILS:  Each entry must include the completed Pub-
lic Relations/Information Sharing Recognition Award 
form covering the outlined categories.  If necessary, 
you may use no more than two (2) additional pages of 
supporting information with your submission. 

SUPPORTING MATERIAL (optional):  Submissions may 
include support material that corresponds to the partic-
ular Public Relations activities such as: Pictures, News 
Articles, Press Releases, Public Service Announcements, 
DVD’s of TV or On Line Media support, etc. 

Submission Deadline:  June 1st at Department Head-
quarters. 

Recognition Award Entry Form is located on the De-
partment Website (Forms) 

The American Legion will return to the city that hosted its 
first National Convention in Minneapolis, Minnesota for the 
commencement of the yearlong Centennial Celebration.  
 
The Joliet American Legion Band will be competing in the 
Senior Band Competition and Marching in the Convention 
Parade on Sunday, August 26, 2018. The Band has partici-
pated in our State Convention and we want to generate the 
same excitement for support at the 100th Annual National 
Convention. The Joliet American Legion Band has been the 
National Champion Band in the past and has the goal to 
bring the Championship back to Illinois. 
 
It is very expensive transporting and housing a band of 65-
75 members including equipment and musical instruments.  
The Fundraising efforts have begun and the Department of 
Illinois is asking all Posts in Illinois to assist in this endeav-
or.  Any contribution that your Post can offer would be 
greatly appreciated. Please make your checks payable to 
The American Legion Department of Illinois, noting the Jo-
liet American Legion Band.   
 
Your assistance in making this a great National Convention 
would be greatly appreciated by the Department of Illinois 
and the Joliet American Legion Band. 
 
If you have any questions please contact me at the Depart-
ment Headquarters.  Thank in advance for your support. 
 
In Service,  

 
Robert Henderson 
Department Commander 
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Ad Choice:  (please choose black & white 

or color) 

Medal of Honor (full page--7-1/2 x 10 in.) 

Silver Star (half page--7-1/2 x 5 in.) 

Bronze Star (quarter page--3-3/4 x 5 in.) 

Purple Heart (3-3/4 x 3-3/8 in. “Business card”) 

Commander Salute (3-3/4 -1-11/16 in.) 

Flag Page (1-3/4 - 1 in.) 

American Legion 2018 State Convention Book 

Application for Ad placement 
BUSINESS / ORGANIZATION:__________________________________________________________________________ 

CONTACT NAME:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_________________________________________ City:______________________ State:_____ Zip:____________ 

Phone Number:___________________________________ Email Address:_______________________________________ 

[Post use only] American Legion Post name:____________________________________________ Post No.__________ 

Slogan Choices: (three choices---

choose one) 

_____1. We Are Proud To Be Part of  

             The American Legion Family 

_____2. Helping The American Legion  

             Help American’s Veteran’s 

_____3. We Proudly Stand Behind  

             The American Legion 

Black & White 

Ad 

$230.00 ________ 

$120.00 ________ 

$90.00    ________ 

$75.00    ________ 

$60.00    ________ 

$25.00    ________ 

Color Ad 
 

$250.00 ______ 

$125.00 ______ 

$95.00   ______ 

$80.00   ______ 

$65.00   ______ 

$25.00   ______ 

Method of Payment (please check one) All credit information will be kept confidential 

______ Check (Make Check payable to: AMERICAN LEGION DEPT. OF IL) 

      Send Check to: American Legion, Dept. of IL  2720 E. Lincoln St.  Bloomington, IL 61704 

______ Credit Card _____________________________________________________________ 

      EXP Date: ____    ____ / _____   _____                    Security Code # : ____   ____   ____  

               Card type: /  MC  /  Visa  /  AmEx  /  Disc 

Department  Finance  Secretary 
 

 Book keeper with 3 to 5 years experience. 

 Preferred accounting experience.  

 Will handle accounts receivable, accounts payable and bank 

reconciliations.   

 Must have working knowledge of Quick Books, Microsoft 

Word and Excel.  

 Experience will determine the salary. 
 

For further information or to submit resumes, please contact: 

The American Legion Department of Illinois  

2720 E. Lincoln St., Bloomington, IL  61704  

(309) 663-0361 

hdqs@illegion.org  

The Girls Scouts of America dropped off a donation over 100 

boxes of Girl Scout Cookies at Department Headquarters.  

The cookies will be served in the American Legion Hospitality 

tent during the 2018 Special Olympic Summer games.       

Children & Youth Chairman Cheri Stanton was very excited 

to receive this very generous donation.  

A HUGE THANK YOU TO GIRL SCOUTS OF AMERICA 

mailto:hdqs@illegion.org
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PLAY?  SPONSOR?                  

INFORMATION? 
Email: ALStateGolf@gmail.com 

1-800-383-4386  

Chairman: Gregg Alpers 
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Mark Your  

Calendar 

 

National Spring Committee & 

Commission Meetings 

May 7th--10th 

Indianapolis, IN 

~ ~ ~ 

Armed Forces Day 

Cut-Off 

May 11th 

~ ~ ~ 

Mother’s Day 

May 13th 

~ ~ ~ 

Armed Forces Day 

May 19th 

~ ~ ~ 

Department Commander 

Bob Henderson’s Birthday 

May 23rd 

~ ~ ~ 

Memorial Day 

DEPT. OFFICE CLOSED 

May 28th 

~ ~ ~ 

CPR Form Deadline 

June 1st 

~ ~ ~ 

Illinois Premier Boys State 

EIU-Charleston, IL 

June 9th--15th 

~ ~ ~ 

Flag Day 

June 14th 

~ ~ ~ 

Special Olympics 

@ ISU--Normal, IL 

June 15th--16th 

~ ~ ~ 

Father’s Day 

June 17th 

~ ~ ~ 

Illini Girls State 

EIU-Charleston, IL 

June 17th--23rd 

~ ~ ~ 

CLOSE OF BOOKS 

June 22nd 

# # # 

 

Kids in Danger Program Receive 

National CWF Grant 
 
Pictured from left to right are Kids in Danger Board member Julius Rhodes, Execu-
tive Director of Kids in Danger Nancy A. Cowles, Department Commander Bob Hen-
derson, and Department Adjutant Marty Conatser presenting a National CWF grant 
check. 

Department of Illinois Americanism Chairman Philip Mette attended the 81st annual 
American Legion's National Oratorical Contest in Indianapolis April 14-15 .  

There were 53 high school orators who spoke on the U.S. Constitution for quarter 
final contest.  Department of Illinois contestant Patrick Kilcullen competed in the 
room with the Departments of California, Missouri, Nebraska, New Hampshire, and 
Pennsylvania.  Competition was tough and Patrick did a great job.  Nathan York of 
California won this contest round going on to compete in the Semi-Final contest 
round against Georgia and Florida.  

Nathan York won the Semi-Finals round and moved on to compete in the Finals 
round with Carlissa Frederich of Kentucky, and Emily Parker of Minnesota Sunday 
April 15th.  Each will have the opportunity to win first place and an $18,000       
scholarship. Second and third place will earn $16,000 and $14,000, respectively. 

Carlissa, a first time competitor, earned her a first-place finish and an $18,000   
scholarship in The American Legion’s 81st annual National Oratorical Contest. Con-
gratulations to Carlissa.  

Speaking of first timers, Patrick Kilcullen is a freshman, we are certain we have not 
seen the last of his energetic spirit.    

The 2019 Department Oratorical Contest will be held in Springfield, March 2, 2019. 

National Oratorical Contest 
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115TH CONGRESS    

2D SESSION  
 

S. 2679 
To provide access to and manage the distribution of excess or surplus property to       

veteran-owned small businesses. 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

APRIL 16, 2018 
 

Mr. DURBIN (for Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Mr. DURBIN, and Mr. KENNEDY))     

introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on 

Small Business and Entrepreneurship 

A BILL 
To provide access to and manage the distribution of excess or surplus property to       

veteran-owned small businesses. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of      

America in Congress assembled, 

 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

  This Act may be cited as the “Veterans Small Business Enhancement Act of 

 2018”. 

 

SEC. 2.  ACCESS TO SURPLUS PROPERTY FOR VETERAN-OWNED   

  SMALL BUSINESSES. 
  Section 32 of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 657b) is amended by adding 

 at the end the following: 
 

 “(g) ACCESS  TO  SURPL US  PR OPERTY  FO R  VET ERAN -OWNE D  

SMALL  BU S INESSES .—The Administrator, in coordination with the                

Administrator of General Services, shall provide access to and manage the         

distribution of surplus property and foreign excess personal property returned to a 

State for handling as surplus property owned by the United States to small business 

concerns owned and controlled by veterans (as verified by the Secretary of         

Veterans Affairs under section 8127 of title 38, United States Code) pursuant to a 

memorandum of understanding between the Administrator, the Administrator of 

General Services, and the head of the applicable state agency (as defined in         

section 549 of title 40, United States Code) for surplus properties.”. 

Fellow Legionnaires you are needed.  Let your voice be heard. Please contact your local Representatives regarding Bill 
S.2679.  https://www.govtrack.us/congress/members/IL#senators then click in the Representatives tab. 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=15&section=657b
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/members/IL#senators
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District Chaplain’s Award Nomination 
Form for 2017-2018 

 

 District # _________ Nominates 
 

 _______________________________________      
(Name of Nominee) 

 

of  Post # _________for recognition as an outstanding 
Chaplain from said  District. 
 

 _______ We have no one to nominate. 

 
_________________________________________________ _____   ___________ 
       (District Commander signature)                                     (Date) 
 

This  fo rm  m us t  be  s i gned  by  the  Di st r i c t  Com ma nder    
and  se n t  in  to  the  Amer i c an  Leg io n  Dep ar tme nt       

Headq ua r te r s  Of f i c e  i n  B loo ming to n ,  I l l ino i s   
 

MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN 

JUNE 7, 2018 
 

Nominations are accepted by  mail  only.   

Please DO NOT cal l  in your Nominations .  

TO: DISTRICT COMMANDERS 

Under the direction of Department Chaplain Virgil Oikion, with the sanc-
tion of the Religious Emphasis Committee and the delegated authority of 
the Department Commander Bob Henderson, Chaplains who have done  
an outstanding job during the past Legion year will be awarded the     
Chaplain's Cross or Star of David. Department Commander Henderson and              
Department Chaplain Oikion will present the award to the selected     
chaplains at the Department Convention Memorial Service which will       
be held on July 14, 2018.  Each District Commander, with  the advice of 
their Executive Committee, is requested to select one individual from their 
district who is serving in the capacity of a Post, County, District or Division 
Chaplain and who has specifically gone beyond merely performing his or  
her normal obligations of leading prayers at meetings.  

     This will be the 28th year that the Chaplain's Cross or Star of David will 
be awarded to outstanding Chaplains at the Department Convention. It is 
the Department Commander’s and Department Chaplain’s expectations 
that each District will nominate an individual worthy of its receipt.  

Each District Commander is requested to complete the Nomination Form 
with an optional short narrative about the chaplain’s work.  If you            
determine that there is no one in your District to nominate, please     
indicate that on the nomination form, sign it and return it to Department 
Headquarters before June 7, 2018. 

May God bless you and your Chaplains in your selection and nomination  
process.  If you have any questions, please contact Department Chaplain 
Virgil Oikion at (815) 302-3015. 
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100th Annual Department Convention  
July 11 – 15, 2018     Springfield, Illinois 
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Make checks payable to:   The American Legion Department of Illinois 
Mail Reservations to:   Dinner Chairman, Pam Ray  ~  6410 Wind Hill Dr.  ~  Springfield, IL 62707 

 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________  Division# _______________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________  District# ________________ 

City: ____________________________________________________________  State: ___________  Zip: _____________________ 

Phone # ___________________________________________ No. of Person(s) ______________ or  Table(s) __________________ 

(Chicken Saltimbocca Dinner @$41 ______) - (Whiskey Glazed Salmon Dinner @$41______) - (Prime Rib Dinner @$45______) 

Check Total $_________________   Make checks payable to:   The American Legion Department of Illinois 

Please list names of each person when reserving a table of 8:  _______________________________________,  _______________________________________, 

_____________________________________,  ____________________________________,  _____________________________________,  _______________________________________,  

_____________________________________,  ____________________________________. 

Menu Selections:  Choice of: Chicken Saltimbocca Dinner – OR – Whiskey Glazed Salmon Dinner  – OR – Prime Rib Dinner  All are served 
with Bacon & Chive stuffed potato, Vegetable (Chef’s Choice), and Tossed Salad w/ choice of 3 dressings, dinner rolls, and Assorted Desserts.  
Coffee, Decaf and Iced Tea. 

Reservation Deadline: To guarantee your reservation, mail your check and dinner reservation form no later than June 29, 2018. Those that 
desire a table for eight (8) should list their names on the dinner reservation form provided below. 

 

Questions: Contact Dinner Chairman, Pam Ray (H) 217/698-8571, (C) 217/741-6849 or email: sparkle1979@hotmail.com 

 

Department Commander Bob Henderson 

Auxiliary President Marsha Haag  

Detachment Commander Paul Hayse 

Department of Illinois American Legion Family 

Cordially Invites You to the  

Annual Commander and President Dinner          

Honoring 

On Saturday, July 14, 2018 

Wyndham Springfield ~ Main Ballroom 

Cocktails at 6:00 p.m.      Dinner at 7:00 p.m. 
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ROCHELLE AMERICAN LEGION GETS THE MEDIA INVOLVED 
 

Rochelle American Legion 

accepting applications for 

the 83rd annual session of 

Boys State 
 

ROCHELLE — The American Legion Illinois Boys 
State is among the most respected and selective 
educational programs of instruction in the oper-
ation of government for high school students.  

It is a participatory program in which students learn by doing and become part of the operation of city, county, and state gov-
ernments.  

Boys State was founded in Illinois in 1935 and is now a national program of the American Legion. (The American Legion Auxilia-
ry sponsors a separate but similar program for young women called Girls State.) 

At Boys State, scheduled for June 9 through 
June 15, participants learn the rights, privileges, 
and responsibilities of citizenship. Although fic-
tional political parties are created and the citi-
zens are randomly assigned to one, Boys State is 
nonpartisan in the sense of U.S. or Illinois politi-
cal parties.  

The hands-on political and governmental ele-
ments of the program center around creating 
and facilitating city, county, and state govern-
ments.  

Boys State activities include various levels of 
legislative sessions, political party caucuses, four 
different election cycles, general assemblies, 
band concerts, law enforcement presentations, 
and recreational programs. It is often said that 
the lessons learned and the informal interac-
tions in this program create a week that shapes 
a lifetime. 

American Legion posts select high school juniors 
to attend the program in June right after their 
junior year. In most cases, individual expenses 
are paid by a sponsoring Legion Post, a local 
business, or another community-based organi-
zation. Parents and grandparents are also able 
to sponsor a participant to attend this summer 
opportunity.  
Information and an application can be obtained 
at http://illinoisboysstate.org/.  Contact Post 
403 Commander Steve Korth. 

      She Served 
Calling All Female Veterans 

 

American Legion National Commander 
Denise Rohan wants you to know 
what the American Legion can do for 
you and your family. 

 

Come to the Plainfield American Legion Marne Post 13 

24741 W. Renwick Road 

Plainfield, IL 60544 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 
4:30--7:30 PM 

 

 Meet the National Commander. 

 Learn what the American Legion can do for you, 
your family, and your community. 

 Know what benefits your service has earned for 
you & your family. 

 All veterans & family members welcomed! 

 Food & entertainment provided! 

 Become part of an organization caring for our     
Nation’s veterans, communities & future. 

http://illinoisboysstate.org/
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2017—2018  DIVISION & DISTRICT  MEETING  DATES  

DATE DIST. /  DIV. TIME POST CITY 

05/05/2018 3RD DISTRICT 11:30 AM CHICAGO STATE UNIVERSITY CHICAGO 

05/06/2018 12TH DISTRICT 1:00 PM SANDWICH POST 181 SANDWICH 

05/06/2018 16TH DISTRICT 10:00 AM TREMONT POST 1236 (CONVENTION) TREMONT 

05/06/2018 18TH DISTRICT 1:00 PM GREENUP POST 566 GREENUP 

05/06/2018 21ST DISTRICT 1:00 PM CHATHAM POST 759 (CONVENTION) CHATHAM 

05/16/2018 7TH DISTRICT 7:30 PM MORTON GROVE 134 MORTON GROVE 

05/18/2018 10TH DISTRICT 7:00 PM LAKE REGION POST 703 (CONVENTION) FOX LAKE 

05/20/2018 3RD DIVISION 10:0O AM LIMESTONE POST 979 (CONVENTION) BARTONVILLE 

05/20/2018 13TH DISTRICT 1:00 PM PROPHETSTOWN POST 522 (CONVENTION) PROPHETSTOWN 

05/21/2018 19TH DISTRICT 1:00 PM CHAMPAIGN POST 559 (CONVENTION) CHAMPAIGN 

05/23/2018 9TH DISTRICT 7:30 PM UNKNOWN (ELECTION OF OFFICERS) UNKNOWN 

05/24/2018 8TH DISTRICT 8:00 PM EVERGREEN PARK POST 854 EVERGREEN PARK 

06/02/2018 3RD DISTRICT 11:30 AM CHICAGO STATE UNIVERSITY CHICAGO 

06/03/2018 22ND DISTRICT 1:00 PM COLLINSVILLE POST 365 COLLINSVILLE 

06/03/2018 23RD DISTRICT 9:00 AM BREESE POST 252 (CONVENTION) BREESE 

06/03/2018 24TH DISTRICT 1:00 PM FLORA POST 14 FLORA 

06/03/2018 25TH DISTRICT 1:00 PM EVANSVILLE POST 1172 (CONVENTION) EVANSVILLE 

06/10/2018 5TH DIVISION 1:00 PM MARION POST 147 (CONVENTION) MARION 

06/15/2018 10TH DISTRICT 6:30 PM WAUCONDA POST 911 WAUCONDA 

06/20/2018 7TH DISTRICT 7:30 PM MORTON GROVE POST 134 MORTON GROVE 

06/27/2018 9TH DISTRICT 7:30 PM HOWARD H. RHODE POST 888 NORTHLAKE 

06/28/2018 8TH DISTRICT 8:00 PM MARRS-MEYER POST 991 WORTH 

It’s that time of year again. If your District or Division would like your scheduled  

meeting dates, time and location posted in the Department News please submit them to:   

American Legion, Dept. of IL  ~   P.O. Box 2910  Bloomington, IL 61702  ~  ATTN: JOY WILSON   

If you have internet access you may email your schedule to:  joywilson@illegion.org  

NOTE: Please remember if any changes or updates regarding said posted meetings occur   

submit them as soon as possible to Joy Wilson in writing (or Email). 
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THE AMERICAN LEGI ON  
DEPARTMENT OF ILLINOI S  

P.O.  BOX 2910  
BLOOMINGTON,  ILLINOI S   61702  

PUBLISHED  MONTHLY * 

 

Phone: 309-663-0361                     Fax: 309-663-5783 

Email: hdqs@illegion.org                Web: www.illegion.org 

 

Department Commander                 Department Editor 

ROBERT “Bob” HENDERSON     MARTY CONATSER 
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MAY TRIVIA? 

Department of Illinois ~ Official Member of The National American Legion Press Association 

Visit our website!  

Scan Here 

PRESORTED 

FIRST-CLASS MAIL 

US POSTAGE PAID 

BLOOMINGTON, IL 

PERMIT No. 18 

1. What type of aircraft was used to drop bombs in the 
first German air raids on London in 1915? 

2. In 1996, which country’s army became the last in the 
world to disband its carrier pigeon service? 

3. In World War II American army slang, what was a GI 
Moe? 

4. How many times did the nuclear submarine USS Triton 
surface during its historic 1960 underwater circumnav-
igation of the globe? 

5. Who was issues ID number 01 when the U.S. military 
started issuing dog tags in 1918? 

ANSWERS: 

1. A Zeppelin. 
2. Switzerland’s. 
3. An army mule. 
4. Twice--one to remove a sick crew mem-

ber, and once to pay tribute to Ferdinand 
Magellan on the island of Mactan in the 
Philippines, where the explorer was killed 
in 1521 during his circumnavigation of 
the globe. 

5. General John J. Pershing. 


