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Newly Elected 20162011 Department Officers

can Legion Deg

Department Commander Richard C. Groharing and Department Sr. Vic

David M. Hicks are sworn in by Past National Commander Marty Conats
RICHARD C. GROHARING DAVID M. HICKS
Department Commander Dept. St. Vice Commander

Richard C. Groharing born August 6, Dave is a 41 year PUFL member of M
1941 to Bruce and Alice Groharing in Sa- ton Post #318 where he has served
vanna, lllinois. He is the 2nd son of five every level. As Post #318 Commander
children. Richard was raised and at-
tended all 12 years of school in Thomson,
lllinois.

Richard enlisted in the United States
Air Force on January 10, 1962. While bership goals while serving as Tazew
serving he was a-B7 and B52 Mainte- County Commander. Dave served as 14
nance Ground Crew Member and Crew District Commander, in 1994 1995, also
Chief. He was stationed in Texas, Flor-as 100% Commander. He has held all

years he served as Post Commander.
has also held all offices of the Tazews
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County Council, reaching his 100% mem-
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ida, Kansas, New Mexico, Alaska, Oki- fices of the District, and presently serves

S

nawa, Thailand and California. He at- Judge Advocate, and holds various co-

tained the rank of B/Staff Sergeant be-
fore his discharge on January 4, 1972.
Richard worked as a Sgt. Deputy Advocate, Service Officer, and on the St
Sheriff in Carroll County, then as a Safety Fair/Uniform Group Commission.
Supervisor and a secondary Lead Smelter He has held various positions, withi
for Gould Corp. in Savanna, IL. He alsothe Department of lllinois, including Sel
was a Corrections Officer/Corporal for geant at Arms, Rules & Credential (1
Orange Co. Corrections in Orlando, Flor- Years), Department Convention Comm
ida. tee (4 times), Assistant Sergeant at Arn
In 1995, Richard became a member of for three of our Department Commanders

mittees and commissions positions.

(Dept. Commander Bio continued on pdd (Dept. Sr Vice Bio continued on paty)

In the
3rd Division he presently serves as Judpe
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From The Desk of
@epar/men/ Commander

Fictard C. Srobarin g

QUOTE : What you see in the mir-
ror is what your mind says it sees.
T Author unknown

W elcome to the beginning of

another Legion year. And what a
closing to a fantastic year with Com-
mander Flanagan, President Moore
and Commander Melone. They all
gave us something to shoot for in the
coming 12 months.

A big thank you to all who stayed
for the election of the new officers as
gStt +ta GKS /2YY!l
RSy Qa RAYYSN®D !

by all and the food was good too.

Coming up August 27th thru Sept
2nd will be the National Conven-
tion in Milwaukee and the election of
our new National Commander Jimmy
Foster from Alaska.

Now starts the business of mem-
bership all over. For some of us, it
will be a repeat of last year but with
a different outcome... BETTER! |
know some will say that it is the
same old job. But this year we are
going to put a different twist to it.
2 SONB 3I2Ay3 G2 KI

| gave up that four letter word
SYRAY3 AYy | 6KSyY

WORK. We are going to get back to

the basics of how to get people ex-
cited about belonging to the best
organization, bar none. You know
g Ke

them know why! You are the best

@2dz 6Sft 2y 3ooomavad andihelp whérg ey cain.2!

taking a part in the post, help with
fund-raisers, assist veterans and the
families, are saddened by the loss

FStt2¢ [SAA2YyYIA
having a good time with other veter
ans! WHY? Down deep the realiz
tion is you continue to sign back u
and continue to help because yo
enjoy helping other veterans ang
their families. Now | am asking yo
to put your best foot forward and
help with the job at hand. That i
getting our membership back on the
@vard ! svinlg. This is  calleg

O Retnidag Higs

I will be working with the leader-
ship this month and helping to se|
goals for each Division and Distrig
I need for every Legionnaire to ste

brings to mind the old saying thal
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(Dept. Commander continued on pad}

From Thhe Desk of

@epar/men/ Sr. Urice

Gomman(fer

David T FHicks

We have just completed an-

other convention and another year.
The convention was great. It was
sure nice to see old friends and meet

Woodburn and or any of Department
Headquarters Staff, they have a
wealth of knowledge and informa-
tion they will share with you. We
also have Director Wayne Macejak
and his staff in the Chicago Veterans
Affairs and Rehabilitation Office.
Then if | can be of service or you
need me to visit you please contact
your Dept. Headquarters Office
309663-0361, ask to speak with
Terry Lynn Barton she will gladly put

Groharing and myself for obtaining
membership this year. Keep an ey
out for them in the Dept. Newsletter
and on our legion website: go to
www.illegion.org

We believe every American Legio
member should carry a blank
membership application or two with
them because you just never know
who you might run into. If you
need a blank application pleasq

new ones. | would like to thank you on my schedule. contact Membership Director Denise

SOSNE2YS Ay { LINAY IWe Sdnéourdge/ Revediybng ta 2Felgls or myself, we will be glad tg

Sttt R2yS¢o subscribe to the Department News- assist you. Remember we arg
b2¢ AdGQa UGAYS (2 leta ditShas @ kb of NdRrmatibni Kveterans supporting veterans. Ang

new ideas for the new year. There are regarding Veterans benefits, lllinois R2y Qu T2 NBSU UK?3Z

many challenges ahead of us. In order Laws affecting veterans, upcoming before us.

to meet those challenges and achieve special events going on around the L Qf f 4SS @2dz R2

the new goals we need to start now state of lllinois with the what, where,

and work on them together. If when and who.

anyone out there has questions or
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contact Department Adjutant Terry some new incentives by Commander
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I am so humbled to be writing an

article for The American Legion De-

partment of lllinois newsletter.
17, 2010 will be a day | will
ber always. Becoming

July

remem-
Department ticipation.

tional Security will be a strong focus.
Promotion of our scholarships will be

the key to helping the children and
grandchildren of our veterans. It will

also be great PR for our organiza-
tions! | would ask your assistance in
promoting the scholarship program

to your communities.

I &
blood and we need to increase our
numbers to be able to continue our
programs at their current level, or
better yet, improve our program par-
I would like to challenge

President is an honor | will cherish. | every American Legion member to

would like to thank all of the Legion-

sign up at least one new Auxiliary

naires and Sons of The American Le-member this year. Maybe it is some-

gion for taking the time to attend my
installation. | pledge that | will take
my responsibility seriously and work
diligently for our veterans, their fami-
lies, and their communities. Corner-

stone programs such as Children and a team.
Youth, VA & R, Americanism, and Na-4 / K yy St Ay 3

one in your family, a friend, or the
wife, mother, or daughter of a new
Legionnaire. We must stop our
membership decline and | truly be-
lieve we can do this if we all work as
My theme this year is

ol 8az YSYO0 S whbtkadetthek goal id deddbershif.
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visions shows. It reminds me of a
time when life was simpler and
every show followed the golden rule
and there was always a happy end
ing. My membership chairman,
Kathy Cisna, and | will be working
hard to award May Emmys for Unitg

| look forward to communicating
with you each month to keep all of
you informed of what The American
Legion Auxiliary is doing.

Commander Richard, | look for
ward to working with you this year
and | know it will be a successful
year for The American Legion Fan

ily.

g2
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future. One way is with apprehen-

and renewing our membership. The
good news is we have lots of poten-
tial Legionnaires in this state. We are
only tapping into 14% of possible
members in this state. That is why |
chose the quote above. We can con-
tinue to face the future with fear or

&5 19 Gan gef gxcitadapgldook fopugrd

to our new membership year.

and finding out where did our mem-
bers go and why. We will also bg
working on making sure we have the¢
correct information about our mem-

GdOK?7
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membership program is making surg¢
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through the work of our service offi-
cers. One of our four pillars is Vetert

AA2yT GKS 20KSNJ A 5 Thig yegr we ﬁ)aw@xg@ex[ fepnyin any Affgirs and  Rehabilitation. |3

Jim Rohn

I t is time to look at some hard
facts. Did you know that 8 out of the
last 10 years we have continued to
lose members in The American Le-
gion Dept of lllinois. This decline in
membership has to stop. This needs
to be said out loud; but this is the
last time. We need to stop looking to
the past. We have to move into the
future. That means we all have to
commit to the mission of retaining

our Department, Division and District your post doing a good job of edu
Leadership. We have put together cating and taking care of the local
some exciting new awards for our veteran?

Posts and Districts. You will be seeing | need to take some time to say
and hearing more of the leadership Thank you to all Districts and Divit
out in the field working. Be prepared sions for getting your certifications
for your District leadership to be to Departmentin such a timely man-
more responsive than ever to your ner. This year we had it all done b
ideas and needs. Here at Department July 28, 2010. Next year we wil
we want to hear from you with any shoot for having all the paperwork in
and all suggestions to increase mem- by Convention.

bership. We now need to concentrate on

You will be hearing about getting

back to basics; knocking on doors (Membership continued on pagg)




