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From The Desk of  

Department Commander 

 William J. Flanagan 

A s I begin my column for 
the September newslet-

ter I have just returned from the 
National Convention.  It was a 
great convention.  However, I 
have some concerns.  The dele-
gate strength was one hundred 
twenty one and at times I saw 
only about thirty on the conven-
tion floor.  I wonder what would 
happen if an important vote had 
to be taken?  What would those 
delegates say if they did not 
agree and were not present to 
vote?  I also realize with the   
ladies having different times and 
being out of session when we 
are in session, it does not allow 

much time for couples to get  
together and enjoy the host city 
for the National Convention.  
Also, rooms booked at non-
designated convention hotels 
are another concern.  The De-
partment relies on rooms 
booked at designated conven-
tion hotels to get office space 
and meeting rooms in the Illinois 
hotel.  Enough said.  I donôt want 
to bore you with this, but it is a 
concern I, as Department Com-
mander, had. 
 
I would like to thank Peoria Post 
2 and Plainfield Post 13 for the 
great hospitality shown to my 
Aide Hank Robards and myself 
when we visited for the Installa-
tion of Officers of their respec-
tive Posts.  To Chicago Fire-
man's Post 667 and the First 
District, thank you also for the 
hospitality shown to my wife Ann 

and myself on the visit for 
your Installation of Officers. 
 
To the ladies, what a great 
time I had at your Auxiliary 
Fall Board meeting, we 
laughed and had fun but I 
must say I will just have to  
remember to bring my band 
outfit to your functions.  I still 
believe I can win the bet at 
Patriotic Conference even 
though I must double your 
membership to do this.  I feel 
we had a great weekend in 
early August at our member-
ship training, so I am not 
afraid of losing any member-
ship wagers made between 
the Legion Family.   
   
Just a quick note about the 
Homecoming and DEC meet-
ing, which will either be over 

(Dept. Commander Continued on page 14) 

W hat a month!  After the 
last  letter,  everything 

started to happen and hasnôt 
stopped.  Cantigny had an ex-
ceptional outing at their park with 
Gary  Sinise  and  the  Lt.  Dan 
Band.  Great time was had by all.  
Iôll leave the details to Denise 
Fields our Membership Director. 
    
Went to the 5th District Installa-
tion and enjoyed an evening as 
only they can put on. New Dis-
trict  Cmdr.  Barry  Cicero  really 
knows how to entertain.  Looking 
for great things to happen in that 
District this year. 
 

 Then  it  was  off  to  National 
Membership Workshop in Indi-
anapolis for training.  This year 
we will be looking for a new and 
improved  National  Website 
close to the end of the calendar 
year.  It will be a lot easier to 
navigate and find items of inter-
est. 
 
The National Commander has a 
number of incentives including a 
repeat  of  the  District  Com-
mander Award for visiting all of 
the posts in your district.  
 
Enjoyed the family picnic for the 
724th Trans. Co. from Bartonville 
They deployed the next day to 
Indiana for further training and 
then to Iraq for 400 days (15 mo. 
tour).  Had a great time helping 
Past 3rd. Div. Cmdr. Stanton and 
present  3rd  Div.  Cmdr.  Edna 
Taylor hand out Teddy bears to 

the children and make picture 
pillow cases for the troops and 
their families.  WHAT A  PRO-
GRAM!!!  Over 400 pillow cases 
and 300 teddy bears were given 
away. Next time you see them, 
tell them thanks for a job well 
done.  Showing the troops that 
we care is what this organiza-
tion is all about and it is some of 
the best PR. 
 
One week after National Work-
shop,  we  were  reviewing  our 
membership goals for 2010 with 
all  the  Division  and  District 
Commanders  and  Sr.  Vices.  
Weôve got a good program and 
great leaders, now letôs get the 
numbers  up  to  where  they 
should be, 102% of last year.  
ñCalling all Legionnaires, Just 
Ask, and It Worksò sounds like 
some good advice.  Do you sup-

 
(SVC Commander Continued on page 14) 

 
From The Desk of  

Department                             

 Sr. Vice Commander 

Richard C. Groharing 
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Department 
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Julia Moore  
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A s I am writing this, I am 
anticipating presiding at 

the American Legion Auxiliaryôs 
Fall Board Meeting in two days.  
I am anxious to hear the tunes 
we will be playing this year as 
each chairman reports on their 
individual programs.   
 
Commander Flanagan, Sr. Vice 
Commander Groharing and     
Detachment Commander Melone 
will be making their membership 
wagers with Sandy Nys and   
myself.  This tradition is fun to 
see who will win.  However, it is 
important to the whole American 

Legion Family for everyone to 
increase their membership.        
I thank these men in advance for 
becoming a part of our marching 
band. 
 
I have encouraged each chair-
man to ñthink outside the boxò 
and try something new this year.  
After 90 years of service to The 
American Legion service, times 
are changing for the American 
Legion Auxiliary.  National is 
promoting that we get ñonboardò 
with the technology age.  With 
the implementing of new equip-
ment, everyone who has access 
to computers will be able to 
check their membership and pay 
their dues online.  There are 
even a couple of E-Units in the 
nation. 
 
Department packets will be 
available via E-mail to anyone 

wishing a copy. 
 
The Illini Girls State chairmen 
are busy planning this next 
yearôs programs as well as    
promoting the recently created 
Alumni Association.  We have 
approximately 100 members 
who have joined and hopefully 
will sign up more this year. 
 
The Children and Youth Chair-
man has already had a deploy-
ment where they handed out 
over 500 bears and made     
pillowcases. 
 
I am looking forward to attend-
ing the National Convention and 
hope that all the hard work of 
last yearôs cooks will have paid 
off with prize-winning recipes. 
 
 

(Aux. President Continued on page 14) 

W ow... September al-
ready! I donôt know 

about the rest of you, but I feel 
like we have already had our 
Hurricane Season. We went 
from State Convention to       
National Membership Training 
to Division/District Membership 
Training all in one month. I then 
had the pleasure of filling in for 
Dee while she was on vacation/
honeymoon for almost 2 weeks. 
I want to say publicly I have a 
whole new appreciation for the 
job Marsha, Dee and Delores 
do, when it comes to processing 
our membership cards. After 
spending the time in that role I 

have some helpful hints I would 
like to share. 
 
If everyone who sends in cards 
to membership would take a   
moment to write an explanation 
with some of the cards they 
send in, it would allow the staff 
to process cards quicker. There 
were many cards that came in 
with nothing checked off. When 
you a have member that has 
paid online, please remember to 
write across the two parts you 
send to us ñpaid on lineò. This 
way we wonôt try to scan the 
card when they have already 
paid.  
 
I want to point out that many of 
you do a fantastic job of getting 
all the membership cards to us 
in a timely manner and with  
everything correct. Remember, 
that if there is something a little 
unusual with a member card, 

separate the cards and write a 
note. We never want to assume 
what you want us to do with 
your cards because, that can 
only cause more delays in     
taking care of our members. 
 
Letôs take some time to talk 
about how we are doing early in 
our year. As of September 1, 
2009 the Dept is at 50.004% of 
our goal of 115,000 members 
for the 2010 card year. Good 
Job Everyone! Donôt stop now. 
Letôs get out there and get as 
many cards collected before 
Sept 19th, so that your District 
can be in the running for a #1 
Gold pin. Will you be able to say 
that your post did everything 
they could to make sure their 
District was at 50% or better by 
September 19th?. 
 
 

 
(Membership Continued on page 14) 

From The Desk of 

Public Relations 

and&  

Membership Director  

Denise Fields  


