The American L-eDepartment of lllinoi

S

Department Néwi

OCTOBERO0O0OY9

/4

LEGIONNAIRES

Remember the

"VALUE"
of Membership

Top 10 Districts
as of Oct. 9, 2009

DISTRICT & DIVISION

RANKINGS
e
5 ~ Cicero
18 ~ Williams
8 ~ Wood
10 ~ Nauman
23 ~ Dauvis
13 ~ Dyson
21 ~ Buske
1 ~ Radka
17 ~ White
12 ~ Schaefer
ot - Gt
2 ~ Keegan
4 ~ Phelps, Sr.
3 ~ Taylor
1 ~ Penn
5 ~ Towery

House joins Senate in proclaiming
September 16th

+ The American Legion Day

'IN'he U.S. House of Representatives has passed a resolutipn designating Septen
NO ] <e] j al] Yrhe n@dsurg flduse R¥sqlytidh 679, was sponsorg
Debbie HalvorsonllD and passed this afternoon with wide bipartisan support.

Halvorson praised they@ar old veterans service organization, the largest in the
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national legislation.
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90 years later, they have kept their commitment to serve not only as a resource
behalf of veterans across America, but also as an organization dedicated to th
<eljal[Y | " jgm_~ [geemfalg k]jna[]*O

tatives.NNa f [ ] I ~ ] aj ANAgmfiyaf _ [ TYjlL])]* O
principles and vision that can be found in their Four Pillars of Service.
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fought to protect our country, but chose to continue to serve it long after their n
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A similar resolution, SJR 260 introduced by Sen. Olympia8amee s passed in
Senate last week.

Clarence E. Hill, tNational Commander of The American Legion, expressed grg
upon hearing of the resollitionh Yk kY _1, NR] Yj] ‘“gfg
recognizing the contributions members of The American Legion have been makir
for nearly a century navam very grateful to all who supported the congressional
and especially to Rep. Halvorson and Sen. Snowe for sponsoring the measuresg
<e]jal VYf G] _agf hgkl k 1 g j]leaf)\ "]
<el]jal[Yf G] _agf 2?2Yq, OO

With a current membership ehlisn wartime veterans, The American Legion was
in 1919 on the four pillars of a strong national security, veterans affairs, Amerig
youth programs. Legionnaires work for the betterment of their communities thro
14,000 posts across the nation.
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From’The Desk
DepartmentComn
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a majority of the day at the job

yf fair held in conjunction with the

would like to say thanks to

day. |
ar@éﬁ both for taking the time to

ing a veteran of the Air Force,
was why so many Army, Navy
and Marine Veterans were trying
to become pilots in the Air Force

William:J: Flanagqﬂthis- Then came Saturdaythe  Fr i day night with t
2th , my wife Ann and | spent pl ane air show. 0 S
the morning driving to Ipava fora  job, some not so well, but Fridays
) parade and was thanked many eveningos event wa
ell September is gone, times by the Commander of Post tended and | believe all had a
&% however here are few high- 17 for - coming as | had been  good time. ~Saturday the dinner
lights of the month. the only Department Commander  attendance was outstanding and
able to attend. I can only thank my many friends
| started in Westville Post 51 for . for making it a weekend well re-
the annual Lions Club parade on 1€ Department Executive Meet-  membered.
Labor Day. This was a very [ng was held on Saturday, _ o
enjoyable time spent at the start ~ >cptember 19th and all Division | must apologize to District 9 and
talking with the many Legion ecommended appointments 4 as | was to attend installation
Riders. They explained they had ~ Weré approved. Just a quick note  proceedings in both Districts the
just completed a project at the 0 €veryone, if you were not last weekend of September, but
home of an Afghanistan veteran ~ '€commended by your Division  unfortunately, my wife and | were
who had just returned home. | ~ Commander you will not be both a little fipnde
can only say congratulation to the ~ Notified of such action. as they say, so | will try to visit
Legion Riders from Danville and . some other time.
Westville. | then spent time in My homecoming was next and | . _
Bloomington for September 11th ~ €an only say thank you to the | have plans to visit our Chicago
Patriots Day. Our Membership ~ Many members of The American VA Offices on the last few days
Director and VAR Director spent ~ -€9ion, Auxiliary and SAL who  of September and the first few
attended. My only concern, be- (Dept. Commander continued on pag8
FromiiFha Desk jof 9reat time and location. That could use new members to re-
group of people know how to put  fresh those programs that need
Repartment out the hospitality mat in grand  a little boost. We need their
Sr=¥ice-:Commandetyle. perspective on where the
. Al American Legion will be going in
Richard'C. Grohg IngMembership is coming along, the next 1,5, 10 years. There is
but we could pick up the pace. nothing more exhilarating than
We are supposed to be at 70%  signing a new member and see
geptember has come and  on veterans Day which is com-  the excitement in them that you
gone and it seems as g up shortly. Atthe time of this  have inspired by telling them
though we were just in Spring-  posting we have a handful of  about our (now their) organiza-
field at our convention. My, ho‘{‘r( districts under 50% and another  tion and the accomplishments
the time flies! | attended the 7 handful under 60% and the De-  that their American Legion has
Dist. and 9% Dist. Installations  partment is just shy of 60%. By  done over the years. Yes, that
and had an enjoyable time with  those stats, we need 11,620 to  is what is fun about recruiting
all the new officers and wish  renew or sign new members by ~ and watching the expressions
them all a fantastic year in their  that date. Are you up to it? | be- as they come to realize that
leadership roles. Also rode in  jieve you are and have shown they can be an integral part of
the Stockton Homecoming pa-  that in the past. But now is the ~ making history for their fellow
rade and the Sterling/Rock Falls  time, if you are struggling or just ~ veterans. You have that capa-
Fiesta parade. Great day for  peed some extra help, to give us  bility and you should use it to
both and really enjoyed these gt department a cal. We are t he best of youlr a

communities. | attended Com-
mander Fl anagan
and DEC with my wife, Peggy,
and Aide Ken Fredin. What a

here to help you reach your

0 Sgodis0 M@eC &l thode extra

voices to be heard in D.C. We

need to repeat, MEMBERSHIP
IS THE LIFE BLOOD OF THIS

(Dept. Sr. Vice Cmdr continued on pab®
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From The Desk of

AuXilidry.

Department

President

Julia Moore
y [ want to thank
{ Commander Bill, Sr. Vice
Commander Richard, and
Detachment Commander Mark

for being so great as we pre-
sented our Membership program
at our Fall Board Meeting. They
were very understanding as we

they have to pay off their wagers
to my special projects.

Thank you to the Commander
for organizing a fun lllinois party
at the National Convention. It
was a great way to start off the
Convention by being with friends
and having time to visit.

As | am writing this, we have just
had a big week in my small
hometown. We had our annual
AnFall Festival o
in front yards to watch the pa-
rade and have picnics, went to
the carnival and saw friends

filed within a couple of hours
after the sign-up opened. It is
amazing that even though the
economy isno6t t
ple were willing to work hard
and help a family that many of
them have never met.

As | look back at these activi-
ties, |
without the freedom that our
men and women have fought for
anid econgnuepte dight fer; sea
might not be able to experience
these activities. | also wonder if
these thousands of volunteers

canot h

h e

el

joked with them and made our t hey havenot s e avifl consnuentaveluntderashelp
membership wager. By increas- year 6s Fal l F e s t othemd if theyacaudht tiseifenep. | |y

ing membership, we will only  enjoyed the beautiful weather. This is the type of volunteering

benefit each other. Even though Also, thousands of volunteers that members of The Legion

| am sure the Auxiliary will be  came together to do an  Family have been doing for over

victorious at 9:00 a.m. the morn- AExtreme Makeove9Qyearso mavanEtd thank the

ing of the Patriotic Conference, | tion. o Wh a't a n ferefathers ofntlgs otganimagion

know TAL and the SAL will try  was amazed that for the make- for seeing the need and

very hard and be gracious when over, the volunteer slots were (Aux. President continued on paityé)

o Deck o generation of veterans. | 'have

Every post should be at 55% or asked Posts to send me infor-

Public RASACHS better by this time of year. If you  mation on what their Post is

andg; are not, you need to ask yourself  doing to address this issue. |

Membership Birggtor why not. have heard from Posts all over

Denise Fields a Have you called your mem-  the state about some of the

ber s wh o h a v e n great thingsntleew ard doing to

yet? Recruit, Renew and Revitalize

HAPPY HALLO/\E\l a Have you volunteered to run their members and posts. | want

TO E/EQYCNE by and pick up the dues? to mention just a couple of

a Do your members feel you them. | hope to do this every

) care about them? news letter; to share ideas with

| hope your membership year  Tphere is a_line from an old each other so we can all

has gottenBowofifl t¢ adMenss song tathieve ouggoass, @ Mak e

start. new friends, But ' ©pepostmdo has labked

_ Once all your members have at how to engage the

We have so many great things  renewed, then you need to look Y younger veteran is Post

going on in membership already 4t recruiting new ones. 1084 Roselle. They held

this year. Many of you have a Bags Tournament. For those
taken to heart the need to start  As we all know, one of our of you that don¢t

your year off with a bang. If you
look at the membership report
you can see we already have
posts that are close to or have
already made 100% member-
ship. Good Job to you; and
keep going to make your 102%.

greatest challenges facing us
right now is reaching out and
engaging the younger veteran,
both male and female. This
requires us to rethink our image
and how we can relate to this

is; it is similar to horseshoes
except you throw bean bags
into a board with holes in it.
(OK so maybe it is not similar
but, younger people seem to

(Membership Director continued on paty4)
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Jolht
Children ¢ Yollth
~Sem g,y

Attention:

Division and District Presidents
and Commanders, Division and District
Children & Youth Chairmen,
and all interested members

To Be Held:
Q October 17th, 2009
9:00 AM. - 2:00 P.M.

The American Legion

Department Headquarters Office
2710 E. Lincoln St. Bloomington, IL

Reqistration:

8:30 A.M. to 9:00 A.M.
Coffee and Refreshments Available

There will Reservations are Appreciated:

Please call Department Headquarters by October 7th so
we may be prepared with the appropriate amount
of Seminar Materials - 309-663-0361

Be Door
,Pﬂzestoo!




